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BYLAW NO. 714/01 

 
BEING A BYLAW TO REGULATE AND CONTROL  

THE USE AND DEVELOPMENT OF LAND AND BUILDINGS  
IN CLEARWATER COUNTY  

IN THE PROVINCE OF ALBERTA  
 
WHEREAS   the Municipal Government Act, Chapter M -26.1, Statutes of Alberta, 1994 

and amendments thereto, authorize the Council of a Municipality to enact a 
Land Use Bylaw to regulate and control the use and development of land 
and buildings within the municipality.  

 
NOW THEREFORE  the Council of Clearwater County, in the Province of Alberta, enacts 
as follows: 

 
The attached Text, Forms, Figures and Schedules comprise Clearwater County Land Use 
Bylaw No. 714/01. 
 
The Land Use Bylaw No. 99 and all amendments thereto is hereby rescinded. 
 
This Bylaw comes into effect upon the date of it being given third reading by the 
Council of Clearwater County in the Province of Alberta.  
 
If any provision(s) of this Land  Use Bylaw is, for any reason, declared to be invalid, all 
remaining provisions remain in full force and effect.  
 
 
 
READ A FIRST TIME THIS 28th DAY OF August , 2001 A.D. 

 

READ A SECOND TIME THIS 25th DAY OF September, 2001 A.D. 

 

READ A THIRD TIME AND PASSED  THIS 25th DAY OF September, 2001 A.D. 

 
 
Original Signed by Milton Elliot Original Signed by Brian Irmen 
Reeve Municipal Manager  
  



NOTE  
 
ALL PERSONS MAKING USE OF THIS LAND USE BYLAW ARE REMINDED THAT A 
CERTIFIED COPY SHOULD BE CONSULTED FOR ALL PURPOSES OF INTERPRETING AND 
APPLYING THE LAND USE BYLAW OF THE MUNICIPALITY, SINCE AMENDMENTS ARE 
MADE FROM TIME TO TIME.  
 
A CERTIFIED COPY OF THIS LAND USE BYLAW IS MAINTAINED AT ALL TIMES AT THE 
MUNICIPAL OFFICE IN ROCKY MOUNTAIN HOUSE AND COPIES OF IT  MAY BE 
OBTAINED AT A COST OF $25.00 EACH.  COPIES OF ANY PORTION THEREOF MAY BE 
OBTAINED AT COST, AS OTHERWISE REGULATED BY THE MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT 
ACT. 
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PART ONE: GENERAL  
 
1.1 Short Title  
 
(1) This Bylaw may be cited as the òClearwater County Land Use Bylaw.ó 
 
1.2 Previous Bylaw  
 
(1) Bylaw No. 99 and amendments thereto are hereby repealed. 
 
1.3 Effect and Application of this Bylaw  
 
(1) This Bylaw comes into effect upon the date of final reading.  
 
(2) No development shall be carried out within the Municipality except in accordance 

with th is Bylaw. 
 
(3) If one or more provisions of this Bylaw are for any reason declared to be invalid, 

all remaining provisions are to remain in full force and effect.  
 
(4) Any application for a development permit, which is received in its completed form 

prior to the effective date of this Bylaw, shall be processed as if this Bylaw had not 
come into effect. 

 
(5) The standard of measurement used in this Bylaw is metric and any reference to 

imperial measure is for convenience.  Where measurements are stated in both 
Metric and  Imperial units, and for any reason clarification is sought, the Metric unit 
shall apply or its exact Imperial equivalent determined.  Where only an imperial 
measure is given, its metric equivalent shall have precedence. 

 
(6) Pursuant to the Interpretation s Act, where an action is required within a stated 

number of days following the issuing of a decision, 5 additional days shall be 
provided to accommodate delivery of the relevant notices.  

 
1.4 Purpose 
 
(1) The purpose of this Bylaw is to prohibit or regulate and control the use and 

development of land and buildings within the municipality to achieve the orderly 
development of land,  and for that purpose, amongst other things:  
(a) to divide the municipality into districts;  
(b) to prescribe and regulate for each district the purposes for which land and 

buildings may be used; 
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(c) to outline duties for the development authorities, being the Development 
Officer and Municipal Planning Commission;  

(d) to establish a method of making decisions on applications for development 
permits including the issuing of development permits;  

(e) to provide the manner in which the notice of issuance of a development 
permit is to be given. 

 
1.5 Compliance with Other Laws  
 
(1) Compliance with this Bylaw does not exempt any person undertaking a 

development from complying with all applicable municipal, provincial and 
federal laws, and respecting any easements, covenants, agreements and other 
contracts affecting the land or development. 

 
1.6 Land Use Policies 
 
(1) Every action under taken by the municipality and its development and subdivision 

authorities must be consistent with any land use policies established pursuant to 
the Municipal Government Act.  

 
1.7 Definitions  
 
In this Land Use Bylaw, words in the singular include the plural and words in  the plural 
include the singular, and use of the masculine gender includes the feminine gender. 
 
òACTó means the Municipal Government Act, Chapter M-26, R.S.A., 2000 and 
amendments thereto. 
 
òADJACENT LANDó means land or a portion of land that is contiguous to the parcel of 
land that is the subject of an application and includes land or a portion of land that would 
be contiguous if not for a public roadway, railway, utility right -of-way, river or stream 
and in the opinion of the Development Officer or Munic ipal Planning Commission any 
other land.  
 
òAIRPORTó means any area of land or other supporting surface used or intended to be 
used either in whole or in part for the arrival and departure or servicing of aircraft, and 
includes any building, installation or  equipment in connection therewith, for which an 
airport license has been issued by Transport Canada. 
 
òANCILLARY BUILDINGó means a building that is separate from and subordinate to 
the main building on the same parcel of land and used for purposes customarily 
incidental or subordinate:  

(a) to the use and enjoyment of the main building; or  
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(b) to the use and enjoyment of the parcel of land on which said buildings are 
situated, and with regard to a residential use may include a private garage, 
a storage shed, and greenhouse, but does not include a guest house. 

 
òANCILLARY USEó means a use of a building or land which is normally incidental to 
and subordinate to the principal use of the parcel on which it is located.  

 
òAPARTMENTó means a single residential building comprised of three or more  dwelling 
units having common corridors  with shared external  entrances and/or stairways.  
 
òBASEMENTó means that portion of a building between two floor levels which is partly 
underground but which has at least 0.6 metres (2 feet) of its height from finished floor to 
finished ceiling above the adjacent finished grade. 
 
òBED AND BREAKFASTó means a dwelling unit in which the occupant rents or leases a 
room or suite of rooms on a short-term basis to vacationers or tourists, and which may 
include the provision of breakfast meals as part of or in addition to the rent paid for the 
room or suite of rooms. 
 
òBEE KEEPINGó means the use of a parcel for the commercial production of natural 
honey. 
 
òBOARDING HOUSE OR LODGING HOUSEó means a building or portion thereof 
containing sleeping rooms without cooking facilities, where lodging and/or meals for 
three or more persons is provided for compensation, but does not include a hotel. 
 
òBONA FIDE NEEDó in the context of Section 6.6 means a situation where a person needs 
a dwelling to be close to the principal residence to provide care to a family member in the 
principal residence or to receive care from a family member in the principal residence.  
 
òBONA FIDE TOURISTó means a person who is traveling during holiday time and, as 
such, is a temporary visitor at a place other than his/her place of  residence and is engaged 
in recreation, rest or social interests. 
 
òBUILDING HEIGHTó means the vertical distance between the average finished grade of 
the building and the highest point of the building, except at the discretion of the 
Development Officer it may be the average finished grade at the front of the building and 
the highest point of the building.  
 
òCARPORTó means a roofed structure used for parking or storing not more than two 
private vehicles, and which has not less than 40 percent of its total perimeter open and 
unobstructed. 
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òCAMPGROUNDó means any parcel of land or part thereof which levies fees for the 
locating of tents, holiday trailers  or recreation vehicles for temporary use by tourists and 
transients, and shall include facilities and amenities subordinate to the operation of the 
campground.  
 
òCANNABISó means cannabis plant, fresh cannabis, dried cannabis, cannabis oil and 
cannabis seeds and any other substance defined as cannabis in the Cannabis Act (Canada) 
and its regulations, as amended from time to time. Cannabis does not include industrial 
hemp as defined under the Industrial Hemp Regulations (Canada) as amended from time 
to time. 
 
òCANNABIS PRODUCTION FACILITYó means the use of land, or buildings for the 
cultivation, processing, testing, destruction, packaging and shipping of cannabis as 
permitted and licensed by the Federal Government of Canada.ó This does not include 
personal production of cannabis as provided for by the federal government.  
 
òCERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCEó means a certificate that was issued pursuant to the 
Confinement Livestock Facilities Waste Management Code of Practice by Alberta 
Agriculture and Rural Develop ment and Alberta Environment.  
 
òCLUSTERED LEISURE/RECREATION ACCOMMODATIONó means two or more 
resort facility or recreation area accommodation units such as detached cabins, cottages, 
bungalows, or chalets or a lodge consisting of attached and/or detached units intended 
for short -stay use on a commercial, private, seasonal or time-shared basis and lacking 
certain components, conveniences or utilities commonly available in or as part of a year-
round residence, and possibly including a common social facility and office. 
 
òCOMMUNAL UTILITYó means one or more of the systems or works listed in the 
definition of public utility in the Act which is inter -connected to serve two or more 
property owners and may be privately or publicly owned.  
 
òCONDOMINIUMó means that type of property ownership of a parcel and/or 
building(s) comprised in a condominium plan, having more than one owner, each having 
exclusive title to an individual unit in the building(s) or to a portion of the parcel and also 
shared ownership of the remainder of the building(s) and/or parcel.  
 
òCONDOMINIUM UNITó means: 

(a) in the case of a building, a space that is situated within a building and described 
as a unit by a condominium plan by reference to floors, walls and ceilings 
within the building; and  

(b) in the case of other than that of a building, land and any portion of building 
thereon that is situated within a lot and described as a unit in a condominium 
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plan by reference boundaries governed by monuments placed pursuant to 
the Survey Act. 

 
òCONFINED AREAó means an enclosure used to confine, restrict and manage animals 
as part of an confined feeding operation but does not include a pasture or other enclosure 
where animals secure a major portion of their feed naturally within the confined area.  
 
òCONFINED FEEDING OPERATIONó means fenced or enclosed land or buildings 
where livestock are confined for the purpose of growing, sustaining, finishing or breeding 
by means other than grazing and any other building or structure directly related to that 
purpose but does not include residences, livestock seasonal feeding and bedding sites, 
equestrian stables, auction markets, race tracks or exhibition grounds. 
 
òCORNER LOTó means a lot having a frontage on two or more roads other than a lane at 
their intersection or junctio n. 
 
òCOUNCILó means the elected council of Clearwater County. 
 
òCOUNTYó means the corporation of Clearwater County, and where required by the 
context shall include all lands within the corporate boundaries of the said County.  
 
òDETACHED DWELLINGó means a residential building containing one residential unit, 
which is physically separated from any other residential building, includes a modular 
home, but does not include a manufactured home. 
 
òDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITYó means the Development Authority established 
pursuant to Bylaw 479/95.  
 
òDEVELOPMENT OFFICERó means: 

(a) a person authorized to exercise the responsibilities of a Development Officer 
pursuant to this Bylaw; and  

(b) the Municipal Planning Commission where  authorized to act as a 
Development Officer pursuant to  this Bylaw; and  

(c) where the Municipal Planning Commission is authorized to act as a 
Development Officer in addition to a person appointed as a Development 
Officer, either or both of them.  

 
òDEVELOPMENT PERMITó means a document authorizing a development issued 
pursuant to this Bylaw.  
 
òDISCRETIONARY USEó means a use of land or a building provided for in this Bylaw 
for which a development permit may be issued upon an application having been made.  
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òDISTRICTó means a land use district established pursuant to Section 13 of this Bylaw. 
 
òDUPLEXó means a residential building consisting of two dwelling units each having 
separate exterior entrances. 
 
òDWELLINGó or òDWELLING UNITó means a building or portion of a building 
containing one or more habitable rooms that constitute a self-contained living 
accommodation unit having sleeping, cooking and bathroom facilities.  
 
òENVIRONMENTAL AUDITó means a Phase One, Phase Two, or Phase Three 
comprehensive site analysis to determine: 

(a) if there are any hazardous substances above, on or below the surface of the 
subject property that may pose a threat to the environment and/or health of 
humans, wildlife, and/or vegetation;  

(b) if there are any breaches of federal, provincial and/or municipal 
environmental standards;  

(c) the level of risk that a contaminated site poses to the environment and/or the 
health of humans, wildlife and/or vegetation; and  

(d) what remedial actions may be required to reduce the risk posed by a 
contaminated site to a level acceptable to the applicable provincial agency or 
authority.  

 
òENVIRONMENTAL REVIEWó means the undertaking of a site that reports how a 
proposed development or subdivision may affect the site and adjacent lands.  It addresses 
among other things: 

(a) the nature of the site and adjacent lands that may be affected, including 
environmental sensitivity;  

(b) the nature of potential impacts on the features and resources of the site and 
adjacent lands that may be affected; 

(c) an environmental protection/mitigation plan to alleviate any potential 
adverse effects; and 

(d) other matters as may be required by the County. 
 
òEXISTING BUILDING SITEó means for parcels of land on which the principal use is 
residential, the position on a parcel of land  at which the existing or principal dwelling  is 
located; and, for parcels on which the principal use is agricultural, includes the area 
generally described as a farmstead or yard, sometimes partially or entirely enclosed by 
shelter belt. 
 
òEXISTING RESIDENCE AND OTHER RELATED IMPROVEMENTSó means a 
detached (single) dwelling unit that is  in good repair, is suitable for human habitation, 
with its own existing services including but not limited to a potable water supply and 
sewage disposal, and that has legal and physical access satisfactory to the Municipality 
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and may include ancillary bui ldings and shelter belt up to a maximum site area of 2.91 
hectares (7.19 acres). 
 
òFARM BUILDINGó means the improvements used in connection with the raising or 
production of crops, livestock, poultry, nursery trees and shrubs, fish, wildlife, game, fur 
production or bee keeping and situated on land used in connection with such farming 
operations, but does not include a dwelling or any buildings associated with a cannabis 
production facility.  
 
òFARMINGó means the use of land or buildings for the planting, raising, growing, 
production and sale of crops, livestock, poultry, trees and shrubs, wildlife, game, bees, 
honey, milk, and eggs; but does not include game farming or game ranching for viewing, 
tourism or recreational purposes, market gardening, sod farmi ng or cannabis production 
facilities. 
 
òFARMSTEADó means a single improved building site on a parcel of land used for 
farming, and served by a common electrical power transformer, and containing a 
habitable dwelling and may include other dwellings, various  ancillary buildings, 
improvements and a shelter belt.  
 
òFARM SUBSIDIARY BUSINESSó means a business for an occupation, trade, profession 
or craft approved in accordance with this Bylaw to be carried out on the farm unit as a 
use secondary and subordinate to the agricultural use and employing not more than two 
employees. This shall not include a cannabis production facility.  
 
òFEEDLOTó means (with the exception of land and structures associated with the raising 
of livestock as part of a mixed farming operat ion) any land and structures used for or 
intended for feeding livestock in close confinement in such numbers that all of the 
resulting animal manure cannot be disposed of on the parcel occupied by the feeding 
facilities; but does not include an operation w here the basic breeding stock are confined 
for winter feeding only.  
 
òFLOOD PRONE LANDSó means lands that may be subject to periodic flooding. 
 
òFLOOR AREAó means the total floor area of every room and passageway contained in 
a building, but for a dwelling  does not include the floor area of basements, attached 
garages, or portions of the building that are not enclosed, such as open porches, patios, 
decks, verandahs or breezeways. 
 
òFRAGMENTED PARCELó means a portion of land completely severed from the balan ce 
of the quarter section by a developed registered public road plan, an active railroad, a 
deep ravine, a permanent water course, a permanent water body or a naturally occurring 
permanent wetland. For a permanent water course or a permanent water body to apply 
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there must be written confirmation from Alberta Sustainable Resource Development that 
the title of the bed and shore of the permanent water course or water body is vested in 
the Crown in the right of Alberta.  
 
òFRONT LINEó means in the case of an interior lot the property line abutting the road 
and in the case of a corner lot means the shorter property line which abuts a road not 
including a lane.  
 
òFRONT YARDó means a yard extending across the full width of a parcel of land between 
the front line of a parcel and the front wall of the main building.  
 
òFUR FARMó means any land, building or premises primarily used for the keeping, 
breeding or rearing of fur -bearing animals. 
 
òGAME FARMó means an enterprise where indigenous big game wild animals are kept 
in some form of confinement for purposes other than the sale of meat, and may also 
include research and commerce, and for which the required approvals have been secured. 
 
òGOLF COURSEó means the golf playing area and ancillary buildings and uses related 
to the playing of the game of golf and may include a driving range, club house and 
pro-shop and other improvements related to the operation of a golf course. 
 
òGREENHOUSEó means a building specially designed and used for the growing of 
vegetables, flowers and other plants for transplanting or for sale, excluding cannabis 
production facilities.  
 
òGUEST HOUSEó means a building or portion of a building separate from the main 
building  that contains sleeping accommodations, but no kitchen or cooking facilities, for 
the use of members of the family, temporary guests or persons permanently employed 
on the same parcel of land.  A guest house is generally intended to have a total floor area 
not exceeding 55.74 square metres (600 sq. ft.), and an exterior finish that complements 
the exterior finish of the dwelling.  A guest house is not a recreation facility, nor is it an 
ancillary use. 
 
òHAMLETó means an unincorporated community consisting o f five or more buildings 
as dwellings, a majority of which are on parcels of land smaller than 1,850 square metres, 
has a generally accepted boundary and name, and contains parcels of land that are used 
for non-residential purposes. 
 
òHOLIDAY TRAILER/RECREATION VEHICLEó means a transportable unit designed 
to be transported on its own wheels or by other means (including units mounted 
permanently or otherwise on trucks) bearing or required to bear a valid current vehicle 
license, and in such a manner as will permit its use for sleeping or living purposes for one 
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or more persons and used exclusively by tourist(s) or transient(s), generally on a short-
term basis. 
 
òHOLIDAY TRAILER/RECREATION VEHICLE PARK OR CAMPGROUNDó means 
generally any parcel of land, or part  thereof which provides three or more sites, each for 
the purpose of locating a tent, holiday trailer or recreation vehicle for temporary living 
and sleeping accommodation for tourists and transients, and shall include any facilities 
or amenities subordinate to that use.  These facilities may be any of the following types: 

(a) òCOMMERCIALó means the parcel described generally above is developed 
and managed by the private sector and caters to the general public on a fee 
for use basis without any ownership intere st therein being held by the users; 

(b) òCONDOMINIUMó means the parcel described generally above is the 
subject of a condominium plan or a proposed condominium plan as defined 
in the Condominium Property Act, and has been approved by Council;  

(c) òPUBLICó means the parcel described generally above is developed and 
managed by a public agency and caters to the general public either with or 
without a fee for use being levied;  

(d) òTIME SHAREó means the parcel described generally above is managed 
primarily to serve a clien tele who are contractual customers with an 
ownership interest in the subject parcel of land or site but have the right to 
return to such parcel or site at specified times. 

 
òHOME OCCUPATIONó means a development consisting of the use of part of a 
dwelling u nit or  ancillary  building by a resident of the dwelling unit for  an occupation, 
trade, profession, business or craft as a use secondary and subordinate to the residential 
use of the parcel of land. 
 
òHOSTELó means a building or group of buildings offering,  for a fee, modest comforts 
for  supervised shelter or overnight lodging, but does not include a hotel or motel.  
 
òHOUSEHOLDó means any individual person plus that person's spouse and may 
include their immediate children and/or one or more physically, mentally, socially or 
economically dependent parents, all living together as a single housekeeping unit and 
using common cooking facilities.  
 
òINTEGRATED RECREATION/TOURIST RESORTó means a commercial development 
which offers a combination of fixed roof gue st accommodation and recreational 
opportunities.  The resort may be located to benefit from specific natural or built 
amenities and generally includes dining and beverage facilities, concessions, pro-shops 
and picnic areas. 
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òINTENSIVE AGRICULTUREó means agricultural production generally characterized 
by high inputs of capital, labour and/or technologies, usually on smaller parcels of land, 
but does not include confined feeding operations or cannabis production facilities.  
 
òINTENSIVE RECREATIONó means a recreational activity for which highly developed 
facilities are essential and/or there is a high ratio of participants relative to the space 
used. 
 
òINTERIOR LOTó means any lot other than a corner lot. 
 
òINTERNAL ROADó means a road located off a road allowance intended to serve a 
subdivision or development or a road declared by the Development Authority to be an 
internal road.  
 
òINTERMUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT PLANó means a plan pursuant to the Act 
adopted by Council and the Council of one or more other municipali ties to guide future 
land use and development in an area of common interest. 
 
òKENNELó means a premise in which four or more dogs and/or cats over six months in 
age are maintained, boarded, bred, trained or cared for in return for remuneration or kept 
for purposes of sale. 
 
òLAND USE DISTRICTó means a land use district established pursuant to Section 13 of 
this Bylaw.  
 
òLANEó means a public thoroughfare not exceeding 9.14 metres (30 feet) in width which 
provides a secondary means of access to a parcel or parcels and is registered in a land 
titles office. 
 
òLEISURE RESIDENCEó means a dwelling unit suitable for residential use only 
seasonally or occasionally during leisure or holiday time and generally lacking in one or 
more of the components, conveniences or utilities required for all year occupancy.  
 
òLIVESTOCKó means, but may not be restricted to, cattle, horses, sheep, goats, swine and 
domestic fowl.  
 
òLIVESTOCK SALES-YARDSó means an enclosed area of land, with or without ancillary 
buildings or structures , upon which livestock are collected and marketed usually by 
public auction.  
 
òMAIN BUILDINGó means a building in which is conducted the main or principal use of 
the site on which it is located. 
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òMANUFACTURED HOMEó means a residential building containing one dwelling unit 
built in a factory in one or more sections, designed to be transported on either its own 
wheels and chassis or other means to a suitable site, and placed on either a temporary or 
permanent foundation and connected to utilities for long -term occupancy.  For the 
purposes of this Bylaw, two types of manufactured homes may be distinguished:  

(a) òSingle Wideó means a manufactured home consisting of one section 
designed to be transported in a single load; 

(b) òDouble Wideó means a manufactured home consisting of two sections 
separately transportable but designed to be joined together at the site to form 
one dwelling unit.  

 
òMANUFACTURED HOME PARKó means a parcel comprehensively designed, 
developed, operated and maintained to provide sites and facilities for the placement and 
occupancy of three or more manufactured homes on a long-term basis, but shall not be 
deemed to include industrial and construction camps of a temporary nature.  
 
òMARKET GARDENó means the growing of vegetables or fruit for commercial purposes, 
but does not include a cannabis production facility.  
 
òMINIMUM DISTANCE SEPARATION (MDS)ó means a setback or buffer established 
between an confined feeding operation and adjacent land uses by use of siting formulas 
in the 2000 Code of Practice for the Responsible Livestock Development and Manure 
Management in order to minimize potential land use conflicts.  
 
òMINIMUM STANDARDSó means those minimum requirements relating to the 
permitted and/or the discretionary uses of land or buildings listed in the Land Use 
District Regulations of this Bylaw and, where these are not specified, are as determined 
by the Development Officer.  
 
òMINOR PERSONAL RECREATIONAL INTERESTSó means a use of land for 
recreational purposes that is unobtrusive and does not unduly disturb or affect the use 
and enjoyment by neighboring land owners of their property.  
 
òMINOR SMALL SCALE INDUSTRIAL USESó means industrial/business uses which 
are incidental to the principal residential use of a site and, for the purposes of th is 
definition, include small scale industrial shops, minor equipment storage, the parking 
and maintenance of equipment, and the storage of goods and materials related to the 
minor industry or business.  
 
òMODULAR HOMEó means a prefabricated, factory-built r esidential building 
containing one dwelling unit which has neither chassis, running gear, nor its own wheels, 
but which must be otherwise transported to a site and placed on a permanent foundation 
and connected to utilities  for long -term occupancy. 
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òMOVED-IN BUILDINGó means a building for which approval is being sought to 
relocate the building from the parcel of land on which it is presently located to a proposed 
parcel of land, but does not include a manufactured home or a new manufactured home 
to be transported from the factory.  
 
òMULTIPLE HOUSINGó means a residential building which contains three or more 
dwelling units.  
 
òMUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT PLANó means the plan adopted and amended from 
time to time by Council as a Municipal Development Plan pursuant t o the Act. 
 
òMUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT ACTó means the Municipal Government Act, Chapter 
M-26, R.S.A., 2000, and amendments thereto. 
 
òMUNICIPAL PLANNING COMMISSIONó or òMPCó means the Municipal Planning 
Commission established by Council pursuant to the Act and authorized to exercise the 
responsibilities of the Municipal Planning Commission pursuant to this Bylaw.  
 
òMUNICIPALITYó means Clearwater County. 
 
òOFF-PARCEL DRAINAGE WORKSó means any works done on land to effect the 
movement of water off or onto a parcel  of land other than the parcel on which the works 
are done. 
 
òOPEN SPACEó means land not available for intensive use facilities, but available 
primarily for non -intensive recreational uses and for the protection or preservation of 
environmental amenities.  
 
òPARCELó or òPARCEL OF LANDó means the aggregate of one or more areas of land 
described in a certificate of title or described in a certificate of title by reference to a plan 
filed or registered in a land titles office.  
 
òPARKING SPACEó means a site intended for the placement (parking) of one automobile 
or other vehicle. 
 
òPERMITTED USEó means the use of land or a building provided for in this Bylaw for 
which a development permit shall be issued, with or without conditions, upon an 
application having been  made provided the use conforms with the provisions of this 
Bylaw. 
 
òPRIMARY HIGHWAYó means a right-of-way designated as a primary highway 
pursuant to the Public Highways Development Act.  
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òPRIVATE GARAGEó means a separate ancillary building intended to be used in 
conjunction with a dwelling for the purpose of parking/storing private motor vehicles 
associated with the residential use of the property. 
 
òPRIVATE STABLEó means an ancillary building for the accommodation of a horse or 
horses kept for the privat e use of the owner. 
 
òPUBLIC RECREATIONó means recreation available at or as a consequence of facilities 
or space provided by any level of government or its agencies. 
 
òPUBLIC OR QUASI-PUBLIC USE ò means the use of land or a building or both for 
purposes of public administration and service  and shall also include a building for the 
purpose of assembly, instruction, culture, recreation or other  community activity.  
 
òQUALIFIED CONSULTANTó means a person with professional accreditation, 
including but not necessarily limited to a hydrologist with respect to groundwater 
investigations and a geotechnical engineer with respect to soil and groundwater tests. 
 
òREAR YARDó means a yard extending across the full width of a parcel from the rear 
wall of the main bui lding situated on the parcel to the rear property line of the parcel.  
 
òRECREATION VEHICLEó means a vehicle designed and built primarily as temporary 
living quarters for recreational camping or travelling, which either has its own motor 
power or is mounted  onto or towed by another vehicle.  
 
òRESIDENCEó means, within the context of a building, a dwelling unit of one or more 
habitable rooms that constitute a self-contained living accommodation unit having 
sleeping, cooking and bathroom facilities. òResidenceó in the context of a building is used 
interchangeably with òDwellingó and òDwelling Unitó. 
 
òRESIDENTIAL ESTATE SUBDIVISIONó means a multi -lot residential subdivision, 
located outside a hamlet setting, consisting usually of five or more residential parcels  that 
have either or both common water and wastewater services, unless an alternate standard 
of servicing is approved by the appropriate Provincial Government department.  
 
òRESIDENTIAL SHOPó means a separate building intended to be used in conjunction 
with  a dwelling for the primary purpose of housing uses that are incidental to the 
residential nature of the property.  A residential shop provides more flexibility than a 
òprivate garageó by way of additional floor area and/or wall height.  The size of 
residential shops will be determined by the Development Authority, subject to Section 
6.4 of this Bylaw. 
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òRIFLE RANGEó means a non-military firearm shooting range for which all required 
approvals have been issued. 
 
òRIGHT-OF-WAYó means a corridor of land which has been legally surveyed and filed 
or registered in a land titles office and is intended to be used for a specific purpose such 
as a road, railway, pipeline, utility or lane.  
 
òROADó means land shown as a road on a plan of survey that has been filed or registered 
in a land titles office or land used as a public road, and includes a bridge forming part of 
the public road and any structure incidental to a public road, but does not include a 
primary highway.  
 
òROWHOUSINGó means a group of three or more dwelling units, each separated by a 
common or party wall, with each unit having direct access to the outside grade.  
 
òSECONDARY ROADó means a right-of-way designated as a secondary road pursuant 
to the Public Highways Development Act.  

 
òSETBACKó means the distance back from a property line on which no building or 
portion thereof may be located. 
 
òSHORELINEó means the line or contour defined by the average high water level but 
does not include flood stages. 
 
òSIDE YARDó means a yard extending from the front wall of the main building situated 
on a parcel to the rear wall of the main building and lying between the side line of the 
parcel and the side wall of the main building.  
 
òSIGNó means an object or device, whether affixed or moveable, and its supporting 
structure used for the purpose of advertisement, announcement or direction.  
 
òSIMILAR USEó means a discretionary use of land or a building, or both, for a use which 
is not listed in the list of permitted and discretionary land uses in all land use district s in 
this Bylaw, but is determined by the Development Authority to be similar to a permitted 
or a discretionary use listed in the land use district in which development application is 
being made. 
 
òSOCIAL CARE FACILITYó means a facility in which the occupant(s) are living on a 
temporary or short -term basis and are provided with specialized care in the form of 
supervisory, nursing, medical, counseling or homemaking services by a person or 
persons that may also live in the unit.  
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òSUBDIVISION AND DEVELOPMENT APPEAL BOARDó or òSDABó means the 
Subdivision and Development Appeal Board established by Council pursuant to the Act.  
 
òSUBDIVISION AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONó means Alberta Regulation 
43/2002 and amendments thereto. 
 
òTRADITIONAL COUNTRY RESIDENTIAL SUBDIVISIONó means a rural residential 
subdivision for traditional country residential and/or traditional country residential 
agricultural parcels with each parcel usually having private (individual) water and 
wastewater services. 
 
òUNSUBDIVIDED QUARTER SECTIONó is defined pursuant to the definition provided 
in the Subdivision and Development Regulation (AR 43/2002).  

 
òZOOó means the use of land, a building and/or a structure for keeping live animals for 
public exhibition, whether for a fee or not.  
 
All other words and  expressions have the meanings respectively assigned to them in the 
Act and the Subdivision and Development Regulation.  
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PART TWO: AUTHORITIES  
 
2.1 Development Officer  
 
(1) The office of the Development Officer is hereby established and shall be a 

Development Authority pursuant to Bylaw 479/95, being the Development and 
Subdivision Authorities Bylaw, and amendments thereto.  

 
(2) The Chief Administrative Officer or his/her designate(s) shall be the Development 

Officer(s) and shall exercise the powers, duties and functions of the Development 
Officer specified in this Bylaw.  

 
(3) Among other duties specified in this Bylaw, the Development Officer shall:  

(a) be responsible for the administration of this Bylaw  and therefore shall keep 
and maintain, for the inspection of the public during all reasonable hours, a 
copy of this Bylaw and all amendments thereto;  

(b) receive all applications for development permits submitted to the 
Municipality and collect all fees thereto; and  

(c) keep a register of applications for development, including the decisions 
thereon and the reasons therefore and make the same available for inspection 
by the public during all reasonable hours.  

 
(4) In accordance with the Act, the Development Officer is hereby declared to be an 

authorized person of the Council.  
 
2.2 Municipal Planning Commission  
 
(1) The Municipal Planning Commission (otherwise known as the MPC) of 

Clearwater County  is established by Bylaw 530/96, being the Municipal Planning 
Commission Bylaw, and amendments thereto and shall be a Development 
Authority pursuant to Bylaw 479/95, being the Development and Subdivision 
Authorities Bylaw, and amendments thereto.  

 
(2) The MPC is authorized to perform the duties that are specified in  this Bylaw.  Any 

reference to the òDevelopment Officeró shall mean the òMPCó in regard to any 
scheme, development or regulation for which the MPC has authority pursuant to 
this Bylaw.  

 
2.3 Subdivisi on and Development Appeal Board  
 
(1) The Subdivision and Development Appeal Board (otherwise known as the SDAB) 

is established by Bylaw 529/96, being the Subdivision and Development Appeal 
Board Bylaw, and amendments thereto. 
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PART THREE: DEVELOPMENT CONTROL A ND PERMITS  
 
3.1 Control of Development  
 
(1) No development other than those listed in Section 3.2 shall be commenced within 

the Municipality unless an application for it has been approved and a development 
permit has been issued. 

 
3.2 Development Not Requiring  a Development Permit (òDeemed Approvedó) 
 
(1) The following development shall not require a development permit:  

(a) the carrying out of works of maintenance or repair to any buildings, provided 
that such works do not include structural alterations or major wo rks of 
renovation;  

(b) the completion of any development which has lawfully commenced before 
the adoption of this Land Use Bylaw or any amendment thereto, provided 
that the development is completed in accordance with the terms of any 
permit granted in respect of it, and provided that it is completed within 12 
months of the date of commencement; 

(c) the use of any such development as referred to in Subsection (b) for the 
purpose for which development was commenced;  

(d) unless otherwise restricted in a land use district, the erection or construction 
of gates, fences, walls or other means of enclosure (other than on corner lots 
or where abutting on a road used for vehicular traffic) less than 1 metre (3.25 
feet) in height in front yards and less than 2 metres (6.5 feet) in side and rear 
yards, excepting that livestock pasture fences are not subject to these height 
constraints; 

(e) the placement or erection of any works, machinery, plant or building needed 
in conjunction with an industrial operation which is necessary, incidenta l and 
subordinate to the operation for which a development permit has been issued 
for the period of the operation provided that such development does not 
increase the design capacity of the approved operation; 

(f) the development, construction, maintenance and repair of roads, buildings, 
public works, services, utilities and uses carried out by or on behalf of federal, 
provincial and municipal public authorities on land which is publicly owned 
or controlled;  

(g) the pursuit of minor personal recreational interests on oneõs own property; 
(h) subject to compliance with all relevant provisions of this Bylaw, farming and 

non-residential farm buildings on a parcel of land in the Agriculture District 
òAó  

(i) (deleted per Bylaw 931/11) 
(j) a confined feeding operation approved by the Natural Resources 

Conservation Board; 
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(k) on a parcel of land in excess of 4 hectares (10 acres) located in an Intensive 
Agriculture òIAó District, the development of any facilities for the carrying 
out of any operations which of the mselves or in combination, constitute 
farming;  

(l) minor agricultural pursuits, including but not necessarily limited to  raising 
poultry and maintaining livestock for the exclusive use and enjoyment of the 
occupants of a lot in a Country Residence Agricultural District òCRAó, in an 
isolated Country Residence District òCRó which is entirely comprised of only 
one lot, or on any residential lot in an Agriculture District òAó; 

(m) the retention, maintenance and repair of an existing residence and related 
improv ements and/or ancillary farmstead buildings on a lot subdivided 
from the agricultural land unit in a district which lists the said developments 
as a permitted or discretionary use; 

(n) the placement of a manufactured home in a manufactured home park 
developed in a Manufactured Home Park District òMHPó or in an industrial 
or construction camp as defined in the Public Health Act Regulations ð 
Industrial and Construction Camps;  

(o) the parking and use of holiday trailers/recreation vehicles and other 
recreation equipment subject to the limits set out in Section 6.12 of this Bylaw;  

(p) the placement of signs and advertisements subject to the limits set out in 
Section 6.17 of this Bylaw; 

(q) the use of a building or portion thereof as a temporary campaign office or a  
polling station, or any other official temporary use in connection with a 
federal, provincial or municipal election or referendum;  

(r) the construction and maintenance of that part of an utility placed in or upon a 
public right -of-way or public utility easeme nt; 

(s) subject to compliance with all relevant provisions of this Bylaw, in any 
agricultural or industrial district an ancillary building not exceeding 46.45 
square metres (500 sq. ft.) and in any other district an ancillary building not 
exceeding 13.9 square metres (150 sq. ft.); 

(t) development specified in Section 618 of the Act, which includes: 
 (i) a highway or road;  
 (ii)  a well or battery within the meaning of the Oil and Gas Conservation 

Act; 
 (iii)  a pipeline or an installation or structure incidental to the operation of a 

pipeline; or  
 (iv)  any other thing specified by the Lieutenant Governor in Council by 

regulation.  
 
 
(2) Notwithstanding the foregoing:  

(a) when a development for a òdeemed approvedó use does not comply with the 
requirements of this Bylaw, an application for a development permit must be 
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made and a development permit, with or without conditions, issued prior to 
such development being commenced; 

(b) where development of a facility or use that is òdeemed approvedó pursuant 
to this Part is desired, the developer is encouraged to consult this Bylaw or 
the Development Officer so as to ensure that any other requirements of the 
Municipality and of this Bylaw are satisfied;  

(c) any farm building and any other development or use that is òdeemed 
approvedó is subject to those sections of this Bylaw which deal with issues 
other than the òuseó of land or building; 

(d) further to the privileges and requirements pursuant to this Bylaw, 
developments and uses on land in the Municipality are subject to the 
constraints of other relevant legislation and regulations.  

 
3.3 Development Applications  
 
(1) An application for a development permit shall be submitted to the Development 

Officer using the appropriate form prescribed by the Development Officer.  
 
(2) Each application for a development permit shall be accompanied by a non -

refundable processing fee of an amount determined from time to time  by resolution 
of Council.  

 
(3) Where a proposed development involves land for which subdivision is required or 

is pending, the Development Officer may refuse to accept and process the 
application for a development permit until evidence is provided that the 
subdivision has approval and the appropriate title has been issued or is 
forthcoming.  

 
(4) An application for a development p ermit shall be accompanied by the following 

information where relevant to the application, as determined by the Development 
Officer: 
(a) a site plan at a scale to the satisfaction of the Development Officer showing 

the size and shape of the lot, the front, rear and side yards, and any provision 
for off -street loading and vehicle parking, access to the site and the location 
of utility lines;  

(b) a scaled floor plan and elevations where any form of construction is 
proposed; 

(c) a statement of existing and proposed uses; 
(d) the estimated commencement and completion dates; 
(e) the estimated cost of the project or contract price; 
(f) the site plans shall also indicate the location and extent of existing 

development, water bodies and treed areas, together with an indication of 
alterations proposed in the course of development; 
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(g) a surveyorõs certificate as proof of location of development; 
(h) information regarding proximity to wastewater, landfill sites including 

transfer stations, gas or oil wells and sour gas facilities; 
(i) a copy of the Certificate of Title within 14 days of the date of application 

indicating ownership and encumbrances;  
(j) a statement of the ownership of land and interest of the applicant therein,  
(k) if the applicant is not the registered owner, a statement in writing, sign ed by 

the registered owner, consenting to the application and approving the 
applicant as the agent of the registered owner; and 

(l) such other information as the Development Officer deems necessary to deal 
with the application.  

 
(5) The Development Officer may  refuse to accept or process an application for a 

development permit where the information required by Subsection 4 has not been 
supplied or where the quality of such information is not adequate to properly 
evaluate the application. 

 
3.4 Referral of Develo pment Applications  
 
(1) Before a decision is made, a development application may be referred to any 

agency, neighboring municipality, adjacent landowner or person as the 
Development Officer or MPC considers appropriate for comments or advice 
regarding the appl ication. 

 
(2) The Development Officer shall refer all applications for development within the 

fringe area of adjoining municipalities to that municipality as directed by the 
Municipal Development Plan.  

 
(3) The Development Officer shall refer all applications for development which would 

result in permanent overnight accommodations, including dwellings or public 
facilities, to the Energy Resources Conservation Board if any of the land which is 
the subject of the application is within 1.5 kilometres (0.93 miles) of a sour gas 
facility and the proposed development is not, in the opinion of the Development 
Officer, an infill development.  
 



21 
 

3.5 Decisions on Development Applications  
 
(1) The Development Officer shall:  

(a) consider and decide on a development permit application for a use which is a 
permitted use within the District which the subject parcel is designated; or  

(b) refer to the Municipal Planning Commission for its consideration and decision 
on a development permit application for a discretionary use within the 
District which the subject parcel is designated, except those discretionary 
uses which have been delegated to the Development Officer. 

 
(2) Notwithstanding Section (1), the Development Officer may refer any application 

for a permitted or discretionary use to the Munici pal Planning Commission which 
in his opinion should be decided upon by the Municipal Planning Commission.  

 
(3) In the case where a proposed use of land or a building is not provided for in any 

District in this Bylaw, the Municipal Planning Commission may consi der the 
proposed development to be a discretionary use if it is similar in character and 
purpose to a permitted or discretionary use prescribed for the District which the 
subject parcel is designated. 

 
(4) For an application for a permitted use that conforms w ith every respect of this 

Bylaw, the Development Authority shall approve the development and issue a 
development permit with or without conditions.  

 
(5) For an application for a permitted use that does not conform in every respect to 

this Bylaw, the Developmen t Authority may:  
(a) approve the development and issue a development permit with or without 

conditions; or  
(b) refuse the development, giving reasons for the refusal. 

 
(6) For an application for a discretionary use, the Development Authority may:  

(a) approve the development and issue a development permit with or without 
conditions; or  

(b) refuse the development, giving reasons for the refusal. 
 
(7) In an approval of a development application for a permitted use, the Development 

Authority may impose any condition by which the development would be made 
to comply with the standards of the District which applies to the development 
application, other regulations and provisions in this Bylaw, the provisions of any 
statutory plan that has affect on the development, the Act, and t he Subdivision 
and Development Regulation, including but not limited to:  
(a) a development agreement pursuant to Section 650 of the Act and the provisions 

of Section 3.8 of this Bylaw; 
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(b) landscaping and storm water management; 
(c) the appearance of buildings; and 
(d) wi ldfire security.  

 
(8) In an approval of a development application for a discretionary use, the 

Development Authority may impose any condition deemed appropriate having 
regard to, but not limited to, the circumstances and merits of the proposed 
development, thi s Bylaw, the purpose, scope and policies in any statutory plan or 
any other plan adopted or endorsed by Council that has affect on the development, 
the amenities of the neighbourhood and existing or proposed land uses in the 
vicinity of the development.  

 
(9) Subject to requirements set out elsewhere in this Bylaw, the Development Officer 

or the MPC, as the case may be, may approve an application for a development 
permit, subdivision approval or conformity of a Real Property Report, 
notwithstanding that the  existing or proposed development or the proposed 
subdivision as the case may be does not comply with this Bylaw, if in its opinion:  
(a) the proposed development, proposed subdivision or existing use, as the case 

may be, would not:  
 (i) unduly interfere wi th the amenities of the neighborhood; or  
 (ii)  materially interfere with or affect the use, enjoyment or value of 

neighbouring property; and  
(b) the proposed development or existing use, as the case may be, conforms with 

the uses prescribed for the land or building in this Bylaw.  
 
(10) Without restricting the generality of subsections (8) and (9), in the approval of a 

development application for a discretionary use and a development application 
for a development within a Direct Control District, the Development Authority 
may, in addition to the provisions of Section 3.8, apply conditions including but 
not limited to:  
(a) the construction, placement or use of billboards, signboards or other 

advertising devices of any kind including their height, size and character; 
(b) the ground area, floor area, height, size and location of buildings;  
(c) the amount of land to be provided around or between buildings;  
(d) the landscaping of land or buildings;  
(e) the location, height and maintenance of fences and walls, including sound 

and vision barriers;  
(f) the provision and maintenance of:  

(i) off -street or other parking facilities; and  
(ii)  loading and unloading facilities, and any other areas that, in the opinion 

of the Council, may be necessary; 
(iii)  water, wastewater and other utilities;  
(iv)  stormwater  management; 
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(g) the design, character and appearance of buildings; 
(h) the location and amount of access from public roadways and ensuring that 

there is at least one means of physical access from each lot to a public 
roadway;  

(i) the lighting of land, buildings or ot her things; 
(j) the enlargement, alteration, repair, removal or relocation of buildings;  
(k) the excavation or filling in of land;  
(l) limiting the hours of operation;  
(m) limiting the number of patrons;  
(n) wildfire security;  
(o) the grading of the site or such other procedures as are necessary to protect 

the site from other developments or to protect other developments from the 
site development; 

(p) ensuring development is compatible with surrounding development;  
(q) the period of time during which the development may continue;  
(r) the placement of any development or use on land: 

(i) subject to flooding or subsidence or that is low-lying, marshy or unstable;  
(ii)  which contains or may contain significant archeological, paleontological 

or other historic resources identified by the County or Province;  
(iii)  considered by the County to be environmentally significant, including 

land within a specified distance of  land considered by the County to be 
environmentally significant; or  

(iv)  in relationship to any other existing or proposed use or development.  
 
(11) An application for a development permit may, at the option of the applicant, be 

deemed to be refused when a decision thereon is not made within 40 days after 
receipt of the application by the Municipality, or within such longer period as the 
applicant may have approved in writing.  The applicant may appeal in writing as 
provided for in this Bylaw, as though the applicant had received a refusal.  

 
(12) In the case where an application for a development permit has been refused by the 

Development Authority, has  been deemed to be refused, or an appeal has been 
refused by the SDAB pursuant this Bylaw, acceptance of another application for a 
permit on the same property and for the same or similar use of the land, by the 
same or any other applicant, may be denied at the discretion of the Development 
Officer until at least six months after the date of the previous refusal.  
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3.6 Notice of Decision  
(1) When a development application for a permitted use that complies with the 

provisions of this Bylaw or is made to do so by conditions of approval is approved, 
the Development Officer:  
(a) shall issue a notice of decision to the applicant; and 
(b) may advertise the decision in one issue of a local newspaper circulating in 

the area. 
 
(2) When a development application for a discretionary  use is approved with or 

without conditions, the Development Officer:  
(a) shall issue a notice of decision to the applicant; and 
(b) may at his discretion notify adjacent landowners in writing; and/or  
(c) may advertise the decision in one issue of a local newspaper circulating in 

the area. 
 
(3) When a development application for use or building ancillary to an already 

approved discretionary use is approved, the Development Officer:  
(a) shall issue a notice of decision to the applicant; and 
(b) may at his discretion notify adjacent landowners in writing; and/or  
(c) may advertise the decision in one issue of a local newspaper circulating in 

the area. 
 
(4) When a development application is refused, the Development Officer shall send a 

notice of decision to the applicant outlining reason s for refusal. 
 
(5) A copy of the notice of decision on an application for a development permit shall 

be sent to any authority or person that was, pursuant to Section 3.4, consulted and 
who responded. 

 
3.7 Development Permits and Their Validity  
 
(1) When an application for development has been approved, the Development 

Officer shall immediately issue a development permit.  
 
(2) So that a reasonable opportunity is provided for an appeal to be made, a 

development permit does not come into effect until 14 days after the date of notice 
of decision.  Any development prior to expiry of this period is done solely at the 
risk of the applicant.  

 
(3) If an appeal is filed within the time limits provided for in this Bylaw, the 

Development Permit is not valid until it is uphel d, either in whole or as varied, by 
the Subdivision and Development Appeal Board.  
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(4) If the authorized development is not commenced within 12 months from the date 

of a development permit being issued, or of a development approval order being 
granted by the SDAB, and thereafter completed within 24 months, the permit is 
deemed to be void, unless an extension beyond this period has been granted by 
the Development Officer.  

 
(5) A development once begun shall not be abandoned or left for an extended period 

of time in what the Development Officer considers to be an unsightly or unsafe 
condition.  

 
(6) A development permit issued for a discretionary use shall be declared void if the 

use is discontinued for a period of 12 consecutive months or more. 
 
(7) A Development Officer may suspend, revoke or modify a development permit if:  

(a) there is a contravention of any condition under which such permit was issued;  
(b) the permit was issued in error; or  
(c) the permit was issued on the basis of incorrect information.  

 
(8) Where a development has been commenced, but the development permit has 

subsequently been suspended or revoked, the Development Officer may require all 
work to cease.  If work is required to cease, no further work may proceed unless a 
new development permit  is issued subject to a new or revised development 
application being made and, at the discretion of the Development Officer, 
additional or new application fees being paid.  

 
(9) A development permit shall indicate that only the development to which the perm it 

relates is authorized in accordance with the provisions of this Bylaw and shall in 
no way relieve or excuse any person from complying with any provisions of this 
Bylaw not specifically stated on the development permit, nor does it exempt any 
person from: 
(a) obtaining any other permit, licence or other authorization required by ant Act 

or Regulation, or under any other Bylaw; and  
(b) complying with any easement, covenant, agreement, contract or other 

instrument affecting the development.  
 
(10) The issuance of a development permit shall be without prejudice to the 

Development Officerõs rights to refuse any other permit or approval that may be 
required by this or any other Bylaw in respect of the development of the said lands.  
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3.8 Development Agre ements 
 
(1) The Development Officer or the MPC may require that, as a condition of 

development approval, the applicant enter into an agreement to do all or any of 
the following:  
(a) to construct or improve, or pay for the construction or improvement of the 

roads required for access; 
(b) to install or pay for the installation of   pedestrian walkways and  off -road 

parking, loading and unloading areas and facilities;  
(c) to install or pay for the installation of utilities that are necessary to serve the 

development; 
(d) to pay an off -site levy or redevelopment levy;  
(e) to carry out landscaping of the site which may include the retention and/or 

planting of trees, the construction of an earth berm or other form of screening;  
(f) to give security  in the form of a bond, an irrevocable letter  of credit or other 

form acceptable to the Municipality in such sum as the Development Officer 
or MPC may deem necessary to ensure the applicant complies with the terms 
and conditions of the development agreement; 

(g) to pay to the Municipality any  costs and expenses as may be incurred by the 
Municipality and related to the application and representing the costs of such 
services as the Municipality may require and that are not available through 
Municipal staff, including all costs and expenses that the Municipa lity may 
incur to process the application and monitor the development or subdivision;  

(h) in the event the application may be withdrawn, payment of all costs and 
expenses incurred by the Municipality prior to withdrawal of the 
application;  

(i) the terms of any agreement which constituted a condition of subdivision 
approval for the lands under consideration; and  

(j) such further conditions as the Council deems necessary or advisable having 
regard for the nature of the proposed development.  

 
(2) The Development Officer or th e MPC, as the case may be, may require as a 

condition of development approval that the applicant enter into an agreement to 
register, against the title of any affected parcel of land, a restrictive covenant 
pursuant to the Land Titles Act, which restricts development in regard to potential 
natural hazards, personal harm, environmental contaminants or negative impacts 
to adjacent landowners. 

 
(3) The Subdivision Approving Authority may require as a condition of approval of a  

subdivision application, one or more of the following conditions:  
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(a) that the applicant enter into a Development Agreement and/or a Letter of 
Undertaking containing terms and provisions satisfactory to the 
Municipality;  

(b) that the applicant enter into an agreement and/or Letter of Undertaking with  
the Municipality regarding placing the intended use or development on the 
proposed lot or lots; and 

(c) that the applicant enter into an agreement to register, against the title of the 
proposed new parcel or parcels, a restrictive covenant pursuant to the Land 
Titles Act, which restricts development in regard to potential natural hazards, 
personal harm, environmental contaminants or negative impacts to adjacent 
landowners , such restrictions being considered in accordance with standards 
or regulations adopted or approved by the Municipality or Province.  

 
(4) To ensure compliance with a development agreement, the Municipality may register 

a caveat against the certificate of title of for the land which is the subject of the 
development.  The caveat shall be discharged when the agreement has been 
fulfilled.  

 
3.9 Variances 
 
(1) The Development Authority may approve an application for a development permit 

notwithstanding that the proposed development does not comply with this Bylaw, 
if the proposed use conforms with the use prescribed for land or building in this 
Bylaw and in the opinion of the Development Authority the proposed 
development would not:  
(a) unduly interfere with the amenities of the neighbourhood; or  
(b) materially interfere with or affect the use, enjoyment or value o f neighbouring 

parcels of land. 
 
(2) Unless provided for in subsection (3), the Subdivision Authority may not approve 

the creation of a parcel that does not comply with the size of lot specified in the 
applicable Land Use District.  

 
(3) The Subdivision Authority m ay approve the creation of a first residential parcel 

which includes the removal of all or part of an existing farmstead having a size 
larger than 2.83 hectares (7 acres) if a larger parcel is deemed necessary by the 
Subdivision Authority to encompass exis ting residential amenities and facilities, 
such as shelter belts, wastewater and water services and driveways. 
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3.10 Development Permit for Temporary Buildings and Uses of Land  
 
(1) The Development Officer or Municipal Planning Commission may approve a 

temporary building or use of land subject to:  
(a) the owner or user of land, as the case may be, agreeing to remove such a 

building or cease the use of land in accordance with the terms and conditions 
affixed in the development permit; and  

(b) the use of the building or land conforming with the permitted or 
discretionary uses prescribed in the District for which the site is designated.  

(2) A development permit issued for a temporary building or use of land shall be valid 
for a period of one year, unless an extension thereto is granted by the Development 
Officer or Municipal Planning Commission.  

 
 
3.11 Real Property Report Compliance Certificate  
 
(1) A fee, in the amount as may be determined by resolution of Council from time to 

time, may be charged when the Development Officer is requested to endorse a 
Real Property Report for compliance with the requirements of this Bylaw.  If a fee 
is required, the fee must be paid when the Real Property Report is submitted to 
the Development Officer.  

 
(2) The Development Officer shall  only accept a Real Property Report for 

consideration of compliance with this Bylaw if the Report represents the current 
status of the property.  If there is a question as to the current status of the Report, 
the Development Officer shall refuse to accept the Report for consideration and 
request an updated Report. 

 
(3) Subsequent to the acceptance of a Real Property Report for consideration for 

compliance with this Bylaw, the Development Officer shall ascertain the exact 
location and dimensions of the subject property by way of a Descriptive Plan, Plan 
of Subdivision or Land Titles description of the parcel.  

 
(4) The Development Officer shall conduct adequate research to verify the status of 

the buildings and structures identified on the Report as to wh ether each is legal, 
legal but non-conforming, illegal with no remedial action required, illegal and 
remedial action is required, or deemed approved.  

 
(5) The Development Officer or the Municipal Planning Commission, if the Real 

Property Report has been referred thereto, may: 
(a) endorse the Real Property Report, attesting to the fact that the Report, as 

submitted, indicates the property is in compliance with this Bylaw as at the 
date it was prepared; 
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(b) endorse the Real Property Report, subject to limiting conditions as described 
on an attached addendum or stamp on the Report, with such addendum or 
stamp to reference the nature of the limiting conditions and further reference 
whether or not remedial action may be required at some future time; or  

(c) leave the Real Property Report unendorsed and reference that the Report 
cannot be endorsed as being in compliance by means of an addendum or 
stamp which identifies the nature of the non -compliance; the Development 
Authority further may advise remedial options that are  available. 

 
 
3.12 Non -conforming Buildings and Uses  
(1) Where a development permit has been issued on or before the day on which this 

Bylaw or an amendment thereto comes into force, and the Bylaw would make the 
development in respect of which the permit was issued a non-conforming use or a 
non-conforming building, the development permit continues notwithstanding the 
enactment of the Bylaw and any amendments thereto. 

 
(2) A non-conforming use of land or a building may be continued but if that use is 

discontinued f or a period of six consecutive months or more, any future use of the 
land or building must conform with the land use bylaw then in effect.  

 
(3) A non-conforming use of part of a building may be extended throughout the 

building, whether or not it is a non -conforming building, may not be enlarged or 
added to and no structural alterations may be made to it or in it.  

 
(4) A non-conforming use of part of a lot may not be extended or transferred in whole 

or in part to any other part of the lot and no additional buildings  may be 
constructed on the lot while the non -conforming use continues. 

 
(5) A non-conforming building may continue to be used but the building may not be 

enlarged, added to, rebuilt or structurally altered except:  
(a) to make it a conforming building;  
(b) for routine maintenance of the building, if the Development Authority 

considers it necessary; or  
(c) in accordance with a land use bylaw that provides minor variance powers to 

the development authority for the purposes of this section.  
 
(6) If a non-conforming bu ilding is damaged or destroyed to the extent of more than 

75% of the value of the building above its foundation, the building may not be 
repaired or rebuilt except in accordance with this Bylaw.  

 
(7) The land use or the use of a building is not affected by a change of ownership or 

tenancy of land or building.  
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PART FOUR: APPEALS 
 
4.1 Appeal Procedure  
 
(1) An applicant may make an  appeal to the Subdivision and Development Appeal 

Board (SDAB) if a Development Authority:  
(a) refuses or fails to issue a development permit; 
(b) issues a development permit subject to conditions; 
(c) fails to make a decision with respect to an application within 40 days of receipt 

of the application or within such longer period as t he applicant may have 
approved in writing; or  

(d) issues an order pursuant to Section 5.1 of this Bylaw. 
 
(2) Any person claiming to be affected by an order, decision or development permit 

made or issued by a Development Authority may make an appeal to the SDAB, 
except that no appeal may be made in respect of the issuance of a development 
permit for a permitted use unless the provision of this Bylaw were relaxed, varied 
or misinterpreted.  

 
(3) An appeal to the SDAB is commenced by filing a notice of the appeal, containing 

the reasons for the appeal, to the Secretary of the SDAB within 14 days, 
(a) in the case of an appeal made by an applicant after: 

(i) the date on which the person receives notice of the decision or order or 
the issuance of a development permit; or 

(ii)  if no decision is made with respect to an application within the 40 day 
period or within any extension of this period as the applicant may have 
approved in writing, the date the period or extension expires; or  

(b) in the case of an appeal by any other person claiming to be affected, after the 
date on which the notice of the issuance of a development permit was 
received or posted. 

 
(4) The date of receipt of a decision or order is deemed to be five days from the date 

the decision or order is mailed. 
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4.2 Appeal Hearing  
 
(1) Within 30 days of the receipt of a notice of appeal, the SDAB shall hold a public 

hearing respecting the appeal. 
 
(2) The Secretary of the SDAB shall give at least five days notice in writing of the 

public hearing to:  
(a) the appellant; 
(b) the Development Officer from whose order, decision or development permit 

the appeal is made; 
(c) the MPC of the municipality if it is not the Development Officer;  
(d) the applicant for the development permit if it is not the appellant;  
(e) the owners of adjacent land; and 
(f) any other persons and authorities the SDAB considers to be affected by the 

appeal. 
 
(3) The SDAB shall make available, for public inspection before the commencement 

of the appeal hearing, all relevant documents and materials respecting the appeal, 
including:  
(a) the application for the development permit, the notice of decision including 

the development permit and the appeal therefrom; or  
(b) the order of the Development Off icer under Section 5.1. 

 
(4) At the appeal hearing, the SDAB shall hear: 

(a) the appellant or any person acting on his behalf; 
(b) the Development Officer;  
(c) any person who was served with notice of the hearing and who wishes to be 

heard, or a person acting on his behalf; 
(d) any other person who claims to be affected by the order, decision or permit 

and that the SDAB agrees to hear, or a person acting on his behalf; and 
(e) any authority or advisor who the Secretary of the SDAB has requested to 

appear and present information.  
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4.3 Decision  
 
(1) The SDAB shall consider each appeal having due regard to the circumstances and 

merits of the case. 
 
(2) In determining an appeal the SDAB: 

(a) shall comply with any other statutory plan affecting the land, and subject to 
subsection (d), this Bylaw and the Land Use Policies; 

(b) must have regard to but is not bound by the Subdivision and Development 
Regulation; 

(c) may confirm, revoke or vary the order, decision or development permit or 
any condition attached to any of them or make or substitute an order, 
decision or permit of its own;  

(d) may make an order or decision or may issue or confirm the issue of a 
development permit even though the proposed development does not 
comply with this Bylaw if, in its opinion:  
(i) the proposed development would not unduly interfere with the 

amenities of the neighborhood, or materially interfere with or affect the 
use, enjoyment or value of neighboring properties; and  

(ii)  the proposed development conforms with the uses prescribed for the 
land or building in the Bylaw.  

 
(3) The SDAB shall give its decision in writing together with reasons for the decision 

within 15 days of the conclusion of the hearing.  
 
(4) The decision of the SDAB is final and binding on all parties subject only  to an 

appeal upon a question of jurisdiction or law pursuant to the Act.  An application 
for leave to appeal must be made to a judge of the Court of Appeal within 30 days 
after the issue of the decision or order that is being appealed. 
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PART  FIVE: ENFORCEMENT  
 

SCHEDULE "A"  
5.1  General  
(1) In accordance with the provisions of the Municipal Government Act, R.S.A. 2000 

Chapter M-26, this Part Five of the Land Use Bylaw outlines the procedures for 
enforcing the provisions of the Land Use Bylaw, Part 17 of the Municipal 
Government Act and its regulations, a Development Permit, a Subdivision 
approval or Development Agreement.  
 

(2) For the purpose of Sections 542 and 646 of the Municipal Government Act , an 
Officer and Development Officer are designated officers for the purposes of 
carrying out inspections, remedial actions and enforcement. 

 
(3) A Development Officer may enforce the provisions of the Land Use Bylaw, Part 17 

of the Municipal Government Act  and its regulations, a Development Permit, a 
Subdivision approv al or Development Agreement by taking any or all of the 
following enforcement actions:  
(a) Issuing a Written Warning,  
(b) Issuing a Stop Order, 
(c) Obtaining an Injunction Order, and  
(d) Any other lawful and authorized action to enforce compliance.  

 
(4) An Officer may enforce the provisions of the Land Use Bylaw, Part 17 of the 

Municipal Government Act  and its regulations, a Development Permit, a 
Subdivision approval or Development Agreement by taking any or all of the 
following enforcement actions:  
(a) Issuing a Written Warning,  
(b) Issuing a Municipal Tag,  
(c) Issuing a Violation Ticket,  
(d) Obtaining an Injunction Order, and  
(e) Any other lawful and authorized action to enforce compliance.  

 
(5) Nothing within this Part Five shall limit or prevent the County from issuing a St op 

Order in lieu of or in addition to issuing a Violation Ticket or taking any other 
enforcement action. 

 
5.2       Interpretation  
(1) For the purpose of this Part Five, the following terms have the following 

definitions:  
(a) Building  has the same meaning as defined in the Municipal Government Act ; 

Bylaw Officer  means an individual employed by the County in the position 
of bylaw officer;  
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(b) Development Agreement  means an agreement entered into pursuant to 
Section 650, 651 or 655 of the Municipal Government Act ; 

(c) Development Officer means: 
i. a person authorized to exercise the responsibilities of a Development 

Officer pursuant to this Bylaw; and  
ii.  the Municipal Planning Commission where  authorized to act as a  

Development Officer pursuant to this Bylaw; and  
iii.  where the Municipal Planning Commission is authorized to act as a 

Development Officer in addition to a person appointed as a Development 
Officer, either or both of them.  

(d) Emergency means a situation where there is imminent danger or risk to public 
safety or of serious environmental harm to property;  

(e) Injunction Order  means an injunction order obtained pursuant to Section 554 
of the Municipal Government Act ; 

(f) Land  means the aggregate of one or more areas of land described in a 
certificate of tit le issued by the Land Titles Office; 

(g) Municipal Tag  means a municipal tag issued by the County pursuant to the 
Municipal Government Act  and this Part Five;  

(h) Occupant  means an individual or other party who occupies Land or a Building 
pursuant to a lease, license or other agreement with or authorization from the 
Owner;  

(i) Officer means a Bylaw Officer, Peace Officer and member of the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police; 

(j) Owne r means the registered owner of Land pursuant to the Land Titles Act ; 
(k) Peace Officer means an individual employed by the County in the position of 

peace officer in accordance with the Peace Officer Act, R.S.A. 2006, Chapter P-
3.5; 

(l) Person means any individual, partnership, firm, corporation, municipality, 
association, society, political or other group, and the heirs, executors, 
administrators or other legal representatives of a Person to whom the context 
can apply according to law;  

(m) Reasonable Notice means not less than 48 hours except in the case of an 
Emergency or extraordinary circumstance when no notice needs to be given; 

(n) Reasonable Time means any time between 9 am and 6 pm on any weekday, 
with the exception of statutory holidays, or as otherwise agreed to in writing 
by the Owner or Occupant of the subject Land or Building;  

(o) Specified Penal ty  has the same meaning as defined in the Provincial Offences 
Procedure Act (Alberta);  

(p) Stop Order  means an order issued pursuant to Section 645 of the Municipal 
Government Act ; 

(q) Violation Ticket  means a violation ticket issued pursuant to either Part 2 or 
Part 3 of the Provincial Offences Procedures Act (Alberta);  

(r) Written Warning  means a written warning issued pursuant to this Part Five.  
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5.3       Right of Entry:  Inspections, Remedial and Enforcement Action  
(1) After providing Reasonable Notice to the Owner or Occupant of Land or a Building 

in accordance with Section 542 of the Municipal Government Act ,  an Officer or 
Development Officer may enter into or onto any Land or Building at a Reasonable 
Time for the pur pose of determining if the requirements of this Land Use Bylaw, 
Part 17 of the Municipal Government Act  or its regulations, a Development Permit, 
Subdivision approval or Development Agreement are being complied with or for 
the purpose of carrying out remed ial or enforcement action authorized by this 
Land Use Bylaw,  the Municipal Government Act  or an Injunction Order.  
 

(2) Notwithstanding 5.3(1), in an Emergency or extraordinary circumstance, the 
Officer or Development Officer does not need to provide Reasonable Notice to the 
Owner or Occupant and the Officer or Development Officer may enter upon or 
into Land or a Building without the consent of the Owner or Occupant at any time.  

 
(3) No Person shall prevent or obstruct an Officer or Development Officer fro m 

carrying out any official duty pursuant to this Land Use Bylaw.   
 

(4) If a Person prevents, obstructs or interferes with an Officer or Development Officer 
carrying out any official duty under this Land Use Bylaw or if a person refuses to 
produce anything to  assist the Officer or Development Officer in the inspection, 
remedial action or enforcement action, then the County may apply to the Court of 
Queen's Bench for an order pursuant to Section 543 of the Municipal Government 
Act. 

 
5.4        Written Warning  

(1) Where the Development Officer or Officer determines that a development, land 
use or use of a Building is in contravention of this Land Use Bylaw, Part 17 of the 
Municipal Government Act  and its regulations, a Development Permit, a 
Subdivision approval or De velopment Agreement, he/she may issue a Written 
Warning to the Owner(s) and/or Occupant(s) of the subject Land and/or Building 
and/or the person responsible for the contravention.  
 

(2) The Written Warning shall:  
(a) Describe the subject Land or Building by municipal address or location and/or 

legal description,  
(b) State the nature of the contravention, 
(c) State what remedial measures or action must be taken to remedy the 

contravention,  
(d) State a time within which the Owner(s) and/or Occupant(s) must complete the 

remedial measures or action which, unless a matter posing a safety risk to life 
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or property, must not be less than seven (7) days from the date of delivery of 
the Written Warning,  

(e) Advise that if the Written Warning is not adhered to, the County may 
undertake further enforcement measures pursuant to the Land Use Bylaw and 
the Municipal Government Act . 

 
5.5         Stop Order  
(1) Where the Development Officer determines that a development, land use or use 

of a Building is in contravention of this Land Use Bylaw, Part 17 of the Municipal 
Government Act and its regulations, a Development Permit, a Subdivision 
approval or Development Agreement, he/she may issue a Stop Order to any or 
all of the Owner(s) and/or Occupant(s) of the subject Land and/or Building 
and/or th e person responsible for the contravention. 
 

(2) The Stop Order shall: 
(a) Describe the subject Land or Building by municipal address or location    

and/or legal description,  

(b) State the nature of the contravention, 
(c) Direct the Owner(s), Occupant(s) and/or person(s) responsible for the 

contravention to:  
ii. Stop the development or use of the Land or Building in whole or in 

part as directed by the Stop Order, 
iii. Demolish, remove or replace the development, 
iv. Carry out any other actions required by the Stop Order so that the 

development or use of Land or Building is brought into compliance 
with this Land Use Bylaw, Part 17 of the Municipal Government Act  
and its regulations, a Development Permit, a Subdivision approval 
and/or Development Agreement   
 

within the time set out in the  Stop Order, 
 

(d) Unless a matter posing a safety risk to life or property, the time period for   
bringing the development, Land or Building into compliance must not be less 
than fourteen (14) days from the date of delivery of the Stop Order,  

 
(e) Advise that the party(ies) to whom the Stop Order is issued may appeal the 

Stop Order to the Subdivision Development Appeal Board in accordance with 
Section 685 of the Municipal Government Act , 
 

(f) Advise that if the Stop Order is not adhered to, the County may undertake 
further enforcement measures pursuant to the Land Use Bylaw and the 
Municipal Government Act  including but not limited to:  
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i. entering onto or into the Land or Building and performing the 
necessary remedial action pursuant to Section 542 and 646 of the 
Municipal Government Act ,   

ii. obtaining an Injunction Order,   
iii. issuing a Municipal Tag,  
iv. issuing a Violation Ticket, and/or  
v. registering the Stop Order on the certificate of title to the subject 

Land pursuant to Section 646 of the Municipal Government Act , 

 
(g) Advise that the costs and expenses incurred by the County in enforcing the 

Stop Order may be added to the tax roll of the subject Land whereby the 
amount will be deemed to be a property tax imposed under Division 2 of Part 
10 of the Municipal Government Act  from the date that it was added to the tax 
roll and will form a special lien against the Land in favor of the County from 
the date it was added to the tax roll, in accordance with Section 553 of the 
Municipal Government Act . 

 
5.6        Municipal Tag  
 

An Officer is hereby authorized and empowered to issue a Municipal Tag to any 
Person whom the Officer has reasonable and probable grounds to believe has 
contravened any provision of this Land Use Bylaw, Part 17 of the Municipal 
Government Act and its regulations, a Development Permit, a Subdivision 
approval or Development Agreement.  

 
(1) The Municipal Tag shall be in a form approved by the Chief Administrative 

Officer and shall state: 
(a) The Person's name, 
(b) The offence, 
(c) The appropriate voluntary penalty for the off ence as specified in this Bylaw,  
(d) That the voluntary penalty shall be paid within (14) days of issuance of the 

Municipal Tag to avoid further prosecution;  
(e) the method by which the tag may be paid; and 
(f) Any other information as may be required by the Chief Ad ministrative Officer.  

 
(2) Where a contravention of this Bylaw is of a continuing nature, further Municipal 

Tags may be issued by the Officer provided, however, that no more than one 
Municipal Tag shall be issued for each day that the contravention continues. 

 
(3) Where a Municipal Tag has been issued in accordance with this Bylaw, the Person 

to whom the Municipal Tag has been issued may, in lieu of being prosecuted for 
the offence, pay to the County Cashier the penalty within the time frame specified 
in the Munic ipal Tag. 
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(4) The voluntary penalty issued on a Municipal tag shall be 50% of the Specified 

Penalty amount for a first offence if payment is received within the time frame 
noted in 5.7 (3)(d).    

 
(5) Nothing in this Bylaw shall prevent an Officer from immediately issuing a 

Violation Ticket.  

 
 
5.7       Service of Written Warning, Stop Orders and Municipal Tags  
 
(1) In any case where an Officer or Development Officer issues a Written Warning, 

Stop Order or Municipal Tag to any Person pursuant to this Part Fi ve, the Officer 
or Development Officer shall effect such service either: 
(a) by causing a written copy of the Written Warning, Stop Order or Municipal Tag 

to be personally delivered to the Person named in the Written Warning, Stop 
Order or Municipal Tag,  

(b) in the case of an individual, by causing a written copy of the Written Warning, 
Stop Order or Municipal Tag to be delivered and left with a person of at least 
18 years of age at the Person's residence, 

(c) in the case of a corporation, by sending a written copy of the Written Warning, 
Stop Order or Municipal Tag by registered mail to the registered office of the 
corporation, or by delivering it personally to the manager, secretary or other 
executive officer of the corporation or the person apparently in charge of a 
branch office of the corporation at an address held out by the corporation to be 
its address, 

(d) by causing a written copy of the Written Warning, Stop Order or Municipal Tag 
to be delivered to and left in a conspicuous place at or about the subject Lands 
or Building; or  

(e) by causing a written copy of the Written Warning, Stop Order or Municipal Tag 
to be mailed or delivered to the last known address of the Person as disclosed 
in the land registry system established by the Land Titles Act of Alberta as shall 
appear to the Officer or Development Officer most appropriate in the 
circumstances,  

 
and such service shall be adequate for the purposes of this Bylaw. 

 
5.8       Violation Ticket  
 
(1) An Officer is hereby authorized and empowered to issue a Violation Ticket to any 

Person where the Officer has reasonable and probable grounds to believe that 
Person has contravened any provision of this Land Use Bylaw, Part 17 of the 
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Municipal Government A ct and its regulations, a Development Permit, a 
Subdivision approval or Development Agreement.  

 
(2) Where a Municipal tag has been issued and the penalty specified on the Municipal 

Tag is not paid within the prescribed time, an Officer is hereby authorized and  
empowered to issue a Violation ticket pursuant to either Part 2 or Part 3 of the 
Provincial Offences Procedures Act.  

 
(3)  A violation Ticket issued with respect to a contravention of this Bylaw shall be 

served upon the person or corporation responsible for the contravention in 
accordance with the Provincial Offences Procedure Act. 

 
(4) If a VIOLATION TICKET is issued in respect to an offence, the violation ticket may:  

(a) Specify the fine amount established by this Bylaw for the offence, or 
(b) Require a Person to appear in Court without the alternative of making a 

voluntary payment.  
 
(5) Where a Violation Ticket has been issued to a Person and the Violation Ticket 

specifies the penalty amount to be imposed, the Person may make a voluntary 
payment in the amount equal to the penalty amount specified in the Violation 
Ticket. The recording of the payment of a penalty made to the County or the 
Provincial Court of Alberta shall constitute an acceptance of a guilty plea and 
constitutes a conviction for the offence and the impositio n of a fine in the amount 
of the specified penalty. 
 

5.9       Offences 
 
(1) Any Person who  

(a) Violates or contravenes or causes, allows or permits a contravention of Part 17 
of the Municipal Government Act  or its regulations,  

(b) violates or contravenes or causes, allows or permits a contravention of any 
provision of the Land Use Bylaw,  

(c) contravenes or fails to comply with a Development Permit or any conditions 
forming part of the Development Permit,  

(d) contravenes or fails to comply with a subdivision approval or any c onditions 
forming part of a subdivision approval,  

(e) contravenes or fails to comply with the provisions of a Development 
Agreement, 

(f) fails to comply with the directions set out in a Stop Order within the time frame 
specified, 

(g) authorizes or proceeds with any development that is at variance with the 
description, specification or plans that were the basis for the issuance of the 
Development Permit,  
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(h) authorizes or proceeds with any subdivision that is at variance with the 
description, specification or plans that wer e the basis for the issuance of the 
subdivision approval,  

(i) continues development after a Development Permit has expired or has been 
revoked or suspended, 

(j) continues with subdivision after the subdivision approval has exp ired, been 
revoked or suspended, 

 
is guilty of an offence and is liable upon summary conviction to a fine in an amount 
specified in this Bylaw under section 5.9.   
  
(2) All offences created under the Bylaw shall be interpreted to be strict liability 

offences. 
 
(3) Where a contravention of the Bylaw is of a continuing nature, a contravention shall 

constitute a separate offence in respect of each day, or part of a day, on which that 
offence continues. 

 
5.10     Penalties 
 
(1) A Person who is convicted of an offence pursuant to this Bylaw is liable upon 

summary conviction to a fine in an amount:  
(a) For a first offence, a Specified Penalty of not less than $500.00  
(b) For a second offence of the same offence, a Specified Penalty of not less than 

$1050.00 
(c) For a third or subsequent offence of the same offence a mandatory court 

appearance shall be required with a Specified Penalty of not less than 
$2,500.00.  
 

(2) Payment of any penalty or fine imposed pursuant to this Bylaw does not relieve a 
Person from the necessity of paying any fees, charges or costs for which that 
Person is liable under the provisions of this Bylaw or any other bylaw or 
enactment. 
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PART SIX: GENERAL PARCEL AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS  
 
6.1 Applicability  
 
(1) The General Regulations for parcels and development shall apply to all 

development in the County, unless otherwise exempted in this Part.  Where any 
regulation in this Part may be in conflict with any regulation in a District, the 
regulation in the District shall take  precedence. 

 
6.2 Development on Substandard Lots  
 
(1) Development on substandard lots existing at the time of passage of this Bylaw may 

be approved by the Development Officer or Municipal Planning Commission.  
 
6.3 Ancillary Buildings  
 
6.3.1 In Non -residential Districts  
 
(1) With the exception of any Agricultural District, no ancillary building or any 

portion thereof shall be erected or placed within the front yard of any lot unless 
otherwise approved by the Development Authority.  

 
(2) An ancillary b uilding shall be located so that it meets the minimum side and rear 

yard requirements of the district in which the property is located, unless otherwise 
approved by the Development Authority.  

 
(3) Notwithstanding subsection (2) above, if an ancillary building has vehicle entrance 

doors, they shall be located so that driveway to the vehicle entrance doors shall be 
no less than 6 metres (20 feet) in length unless the minimum setback requirement 
of the land use district within which the parcel is located requires a greater setback. 

 
6.3.2 In Residential Districts  
 
(1) No ancillary building or any portion thereof shall be erected or placed within the 

front yard of any parcel, except at the discretion of the Development Officer where 
such placement would be consistent with the use or configuration of the lot, but 
may not  encroach onto the minimum setback from the front lot line in the District 
which the subject parcel is designated. 

 
(2) An ancillary building having vehicle entrance doors  shall be located so that the 

vehicle entrance doors shall be no less than the minimum setback requirement of 
the land use district within which the parcel is located.  At no time shall they be 
less than 6 metres (20 feet) from the property boundary upon which they open 
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except where otherwise approved by the Development Officer due to the 
configuration of the lot or because, in the opinion of the Development Officer, a 
lesser setback would improve the use of the lot and would not unduly impact the 
use of adjoining properties.  Where garage doors face a lane the building shall be 
not less than 1 metre (3.25 feet) from the property boundary with the lane. 

 
(3) In all residential land use districts, except the Nordegg Rural Residence District 

òNRRó and Nordegg Leisure Residence District òNLRó and unless otherwise 
approved by the Development Officer, a private garage shall:  

 (a) have a wall height not exceeding 3.05 metres (10 feet); 
 (b) have a total ground floor area not exceeding 92.9 square metres (1,000 sq. ft.); 

and 
 (c) have an exterior finish that complements the exterior finish of the dwelling.  
 
(4) A boat house shall be located no closer than 6 metres (20 feet) from the boundary 

of the parcel which is coterminous with or is closest to the shoreline, unless 
otherwise approved  by the Development Officer.  

 
(5) Where a structure is attached to the main building by a roof, an open or enclosed 

structure above grade or passageway connecting the buildings, it is part of the main 
building.  

 
6.4 Residential Shops  
 
(1) A residential shop shall be complementary and subordinate to the residential use 

of the property.  
 
(2) In determining the wall height, overall height and floor area of the proposed 

residential shop, the Development Authority shall consider the following:  
(a) the predominant nature (size and form) of buildings in the area;  
(b) the location of the parcel ð either a standalone parcel or within a residential 

multi -lot subdivision;  
(c) the location of the shop on the parcel in relation to the road and other 

buildings o n the parcel; and 
(d) the topography of the parcel and surrounding parcels.  

 
6.5 Corner Lots  
 
(1) On a corner lot in any hamlet residential  district and the Residential Estate District 

òREó, no person shall erect, place or maintain within a triangle formed by the 
boundaries of the site common with the streets abutting them and a straight line 
connecting points on each of the said boundaries distant 6 metres (20 feet) from 
the point where they intersect a wall, fence, shrub, tree, hedge or any other object 
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over 1 metre (3 feet) in height above the lowest street grade adjacent to the 
intersection. 

 
(2) In the case of any corner lot or parcel where two yards are regarded as front yards, 

where provided for in a Land Use District the Development Officer may declare 
one to be a side yard and shall then require a side yard setback that is at least equal 
to the side yard required for an internal lot in that district.  

 
6.6 Moved or Relocated Buildings  
 
(1) Any person desiring to move a building onto or within a parcel of land shall first 

apply for a development permit, unless otherwise exempted pursuant to Section 
3.2. 

 
(2) The Development Officer may determine the character and appearance of a 

building to be moved or relocated by means of recent photographs, drawings or 
other illustrative information required from the applicant or from an inspection of 
the building and site or both.  

 
(3) In considering an application to move a building onto a parcel of land or relocate 

a building within a parcel of land, the Development Of ficer may seek the opinions, 
in writing, of property owners adjacent to the subject parcel.  

 
(4) The Development Officer may require certain alterations, repairs or maintenance 

of the building and preparation of the proposed site be carried out as conditio ns 
pursuant to issuing a development permit to move or relocate a building.  

 
(5) The Development Officer may require a Letter of Credit or a Performance Bond in 

an amount determined sufficient to ensure completion of all renovations set out as 
conditions of approval.  

 
(6) Any renovations or any conditions imposed by the Development Officer to a 

moved-in or relocated building shall be completed within one year of the issuance 
of the development permit.  Non -compliance shall result in forfeiture of the letter  
of credit or performance bond.  

 
6.7 Number of Dwelling Units Allowed Per Parcel  
 
(1) Except as otherwise provided for in this Section not more than one dwelling unit 

shall be allowed on a parcel of land in a district in which a residence is permitted.  
 
(2) No second or additional dwelling unit may be constructed or placed on a parcel of 

land unless a development permit for such purpose has been issued. 
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(3) A development permit application for a second residence to be constructed or 

located on a parcel of land in an agricultural district containing a minimum of 32 
hectares (80 acres) shall be approved if: 
(a) the second residence is located in the same yard as the principal residence, 

unless another location is approved by the Development Officer; and  
(b) the site criteria in this Section and any other applicable provisions in the Land 

Use Bylaw and Municipal Development Plan are met to the satisfaction of the 
Development Officer.  

 
(4) A development permit application for a third or additional residence on a parcel 

of land in an  agricultural district containing a minimum of 32 hectares (80 acres) 
may be approved as a permanent or temporary residence if: 
(a) the third or additional residence is to be occupied by a person who will be 

solely, or mainly, employed in a farming or a confined feeding operation on 
the site, or for a bona fide need; 

(b) the third or additional residence is located in the same yard as the principal 
residence, unless another location is approved by the Development Officer; 
and 

(c) the criteria in this Section and any other applicable provisions in the Land 
Use Bylaw and Municipal Development Plan are met to the satisfaction of the 
Development Officer.  

 
(5) A development permit application for a second residence to be constructed or 

located on a parcel of land in an agricultural district containing less than 32 
hectares (80 acres) may be approved only as a temporary residence, and only if: 
(a) the second residence is to be occupied by a person who will be solely, or 

mainly, employed in a farming or a confined feeding operati on; 
(b) the second residence is located in the same yard as the principal residence, 

unless another location is approved by the Development Officer; and  
(c) the criteria in this Section and any other applicable provisions in the Land 

Use Bylaw and Municipal Develo pment Plan are met to the satisfaction of the 
Development Officer.  

 
(6) In considering if an additional dwelling may be allowed on a parcel of land, the 

Development Officer must be satisfied that:  
(a) a suitable building site exists, preferably in the same yard as the 

first/principal residence;  
(b) suitable access can be provided;  
(c) suitable services can be provided; 
(d) the development will be compatible with existing and planned land uses in 

the vicinity; and  
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(e) other applicable provisions in the Land Use Bylaw and Municipal  
Development Plan can be met. 

 
(7) A temporary residence may be approved on a parcel of land in a Country 

Residence District òCRó and a Country Residence Agriculture District òCRAó if:  
(a) the temporary residence is for a bona fide need; and 
(b) the criteria in this Section and any other applicable provisions in the Land 

Use Bylaw and Municipal Development Plan are met to the satisfaction of the 
Development Officer.  

 
(8) In a Country Residence District òCRó or a Country Residence Agriculture District 

òCRA,  a temporary residence on a country residential parcel which is part of a 
planned grouped subdivision for detached dwellings shall be a structure that is 
capable of being converted to an ancillary building, or of being removed, when the 
bona fide need no longer exists.  Manufactured homes will not be permitted as a 
temporary dwelling.  

 
(9) In a Country Residence District òCRó or a Country Residence Agriculture District 

òCRA, a temporary residence on a single country residential parcel or a country 
residential parcel within a c luster of two or more country residential parcels that 
are planned for a mixture of types of single dwellings may be a manufactured 
home which will be removed or a structure capable of being converted to an 
ancillary building or of being removed when the b ona fide need no longer exists. 

 
(10) An application for a development permit for the construction or location of a 

temporary dwelling to serve a bona fide need shall be referred to the Municipal 
Planning Commission for a decision, which may include conditions pertaining to 
time and occupancy. 

 
(11) As a condition of development approval for the construction or location on a parcel 

of land of a temporary dwelling to serve a bona fide need, the owner of the parcel 
of land shall be required: 
(a) to sign an agreement annually attesting that the bona fide need remains the 

same; 
(b) to sign an agreement that when the bona fide need no longer exists the 

temporary residence shall be removed or converted to a use as an ancillary 
building, as provided for in the development perm it; and 

(c) to provide acceptable security to the satisfaction of the County to ensure the 
terms of the agreement are carried out. 

 
(12) In respect to a single parcel of land, a development application may be approved 

to allow:  
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(a) the construction or location of two o r more dwelling units if each of the 
dwelling units is contained in a building designed for or divided into two or 
more dwelling units and the parcel of land is located in a district which 
permits such multiple units;  

(b) the development of a manufactured home park on a parcel of land that is 
designated Manufactured Home Park district, including the placement of 
single and/or double wide manufactured home units in the park;  

(c) the development of two or more dwelling units in a building or buildings, as 
defined in the Condominium Property Act, subject to a condominium plan to 
be registered in Alberta Land Titles and located in a district that permits such 
multiple units; and  

(d) the construction or location of a residence intended to replace an existing 
habitated residence, subject to any conditions of time, servicing and 
occupancy as the Development Officer may require so as to allow habitation 
of the older residence until the new residence is occupied. 
 

(13) In a Public Airport District òPAó, the construction or location of additional 

accessory dwelling units or security/operator dwelling units on a parcel of land 

may be approved at the discretion of the Rocky Mountain House Airport 

Commission and to the satisfaction of the Development Authority.   

6.8 Number of Main Buildings Per Lot in Non -Residential Districts  
 
(1) No person shall construct, locate or cause to be constructed or located more than 

one main building per parcel of land, unless otherwise permitted in this Bylaw.  
 
(2) Subject to the discretion of the Development Officer, more than one main building 

may be approved on a parcel of land used for airport, institutional, highway 
commercial, industrial, agricultural or recreational use.  

 
6.9 Building Setbacks  
 
(1) Unless otherwise provided by this Bylaw, all buildings erected or placed on a lot 

shall meet the minimum yard requirements of the district in which the  lot lies with 
the exception of: 
(a) where each of the dwelling units of a building containing two or more 

dwelling units is to be contained in separate parcels or titles, no side yards 
shall be required on a side which abuts an adjacent unit; 

(b) where the proximity of two or more buildings or uses on separate but  

adjacent lots would form a suitable commercial shopping centre, industrial 
complex or institutional facility, no side yards may be required on a side 
which abuts an adjacent unit at the discretion of the Development Officer.  
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6.10 Building Heights  
 
(1) Subject to this section and the regulations in each land use district the Development 

Officer may regulate the height of any building.  
 
(2) Except as otherwise provided for in subsection (4), no non-residential building 

shall be constructed higher than which can be serviced effectively by the local fire 
department.  No residential building shall be constructed with more than two 
floors above grade, except where approved by the Development Officer acting on 
the advice of a Fire Officer. 

 
(3) To determine building heights in terms of the maximum limits established in 

districts, the measurement shall be taken from the building grade to the highest 
point of the building on that particular side.  

 
(4) The following may be exempted by the Development Officer from height 

restrictions: industrial processing towers, chimney or smoke stacks, steeples or 
spires, belfries, domes, monuments, elevator housing, roof stairway entrances, 
water or other tanks, ventilating equipment, satellite dishes, telecommunication 
towers, amateur radio antenna, flag poles, clearance markers, or a firewall, parapet 
wall or gu ardrail that is no greater than 1 metre (3.28 feet) above the roof, and any 
other vertical extension deemed by the Development Officer to be exempted. 

 
6.11 Site Elevation/Grade  
 
(1) Each newly created parcel in a hamlet or multi -parcel subdivision shall be graded 

so storm water does not drain onto adjoining property, except where the 
subdivision approving authority accepts a prior or simultaneous agreement to 
drain water across another property.  

 
(2) The Development Officer may specify an elevation at which any new development 

is to be constructed in order to facilitate proper site drainage and connection to 
any existing or proposed sewer system. 

 
6.12 Projections into Yards within Hamlets  
 
(1) Within a hamlet residential district, chimneys, cornices, eaves, gutters, steps, sills 

and cantilevered projections, such as a bay windows, may project a maximum of 
0.6 metre (2 feet) into any setback, but no cantilevered projection, with or without 
a window, may encroach within 1.22 metres (4 feet) from the property line.  
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(2) Wit hin a hamlet residential district, balconies, unenclosed porches, verandas, decks, 
cornices, eaves, steps, stairways, window bays and other similar projections may 
project a maximum of 2 metres (6.5 feet) into a front or rear yard setback. 

 
(3) Within a hamlet  residential district, no part or attachment to a main building, 

including unenclosed decks more than 0.6 metres (1.97 feet) above grade shall 
project into a front or rear yard any closer to the side property boundary than one -
half the minimum side yard re quired for the building.  

 
(4) Within a hamlet residential district, setback distances do not apply to unenclosed 

patios or decks, whether affixed or not affixed to the main building or attachment 
thereto, where no portion of the patio or deck is more than 0.6 metres (1.97 feet) 
above grade, except that a projection into a front yard shall not exceed 2.5 metres 
(8.2 feet). 

 
6.13 Objects Prohibited or Restricted in Yards  
 
(1) No person shall allow a motor vehicle used for stock car races, a motor vehicle 

which has all or part of its superstructure removed, or a motor vehicle which is in 
a dilapidated or unsightly condition to remain or be parked on a parcel in a 
residential district or on any parcel of land which is primarily used for residential 
purposes, and, for any other district, not less than 30 metres (100 feet) from a public 
roadway unless it is screened to the satisfaction of the Development Officer. 

 
(2) No dugout or  windbreak shall be located less than the required setback distance 

pursuant to the figu res related to Section 10.3 of this Bylaw from any public 
roadway, although decorative vegetation may be located within this area for 
landscaping purposes. 

 
(3) On a lot in any district where a detached dwelling is a permitted or discretionary 

use, one occupied holiday trailer/recreation vehicle which bears a valid current 
vehicle license or a tent may be parked and used for living and sleeping 
accommodation by bona fide tourists who are guests of the occupants of the 
principal dwelling for a period not to exceed 30 days without requiring a 
development permit.  

 
 Notwithstanding section 6.12(3) above, on a lot in the Recreation Residence 

District (RR) where no principal building is present, one holiday trailer/recreation 
vehicle that bears a valid current vehicle license may be parked and used for living 
and sleeping accommodation.  The holiday trailer/recreation vehicle must be 
portable at all times with no permanent additions, such as decks, rooms, or any 
other structure that the Development Authority deems would restrict the 
portability of the holiday trailer/recreation vehicle. (Bylaw 819/05) 
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(4) One functional but unoccupied holiday trailer/recreation vehicle and one 

additional chassis mounted camper or boat may be stored or parked on a lot in a 
residential district without a development permit , but not in a front yard.  

 
(5) Unused or unoccupied holiday trailers/recreation vehicles and other recreational 

or agricultural vehicles, trailers and equipment owned by the occupants of an 
approved dwelling on  a parcel may be stored or parked on the said parcel of land 
without a development permit, providing that it is assessed as farmland and used 
for agricultural purposes.  (Where any unused or unoccupied vehicle or 
equipment named in the foregoing becomes derelict, dilapidated or unsightly, the 
Development Officer may require that the same be screened from view or 
removed.) 

 
(6) Unoccupied manufactured homes, holiday trailers/recreation vehicles and other 

forms of equipment intended for sale may be displayed on a  lot in any Industrial, 
Highway Development or Hamlet Commercial District pursuant to  a 
development permit issued for such use. 

 
(7) No person shall keep or permit in any residential district an object or chattel which, 

in the opinion of the Development Office r, is unsightly or tends to adversely affect 
the amenities of the area. 

 
(8) No person shall keep or permit on a parcel of land in any district the storage of 

materials used in construction of a development on that parcel of land beyond the 
period which, in th e opinion of the Development Officer, is necessary for the 
completion of the development.  

 
6.14 Building Design, Character and Appearance  
 
(1) In all developments, the design, character and appearance of buildings, including 

but not limited to the use of exter ior finishing materials and façade design, shall be 
to the satisfaction of the Development Officer.  

 
(2) The Development Officer may impose conditions to ensure that:  

(a) the design, character and appearance of a building is compatible with other 
buildings in the vicinity, unless in the opinion of the Development Officer it 
is setting a new standard of design, character and appearance for a particular 
locality;  

(b) the design, character and appearance of the building is consistent with the 
purpose of the land use district in which the building is located;  
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(c) the development complies with any provision of a statutory plan, community 
plan or design standards otherwise adopted or approved by Council 
applicable to the site or land use district within which the development lies. 

 
(3) The exterior finishing materials of a development shall be those as shown on the 

approved plans for that development.  Once constructed, the façade of the building 
or buildings shall be maintained to the standard and appearance as approved by 
the Development Officer such that any changes shall be subject to the approval of 
the Development Officer if in the opinion of the Development Officer the changes 
warrant a development permit.  

 
(4) The Development Officer shall ensure, as far as is reasonably practical, that exterior 

materials will be used which will ensure that the standard of the building will be 
similar to or better than the standard of surrounding development.  The 
Development Officer may require that the appearance of an exterior wall, which is 
exposed to public view from beyond the site, be improved where, in the opinion 
of the Development Officer, that the appearance of the wall is inconsistent or 
incompatible with the appearance and finishing standards of surrounding 
development. 

 
6.15 Landscaping and Screening  
 
(1) Prior to final consideration of a development application, the Development Officer 

may require the applicant to submit a landscaping plan to a level of detail 
satisfactory to the Development Officer.  

 
(2) In issuing a development permit for any proposed development, the Development 

Officer may, in addition to the landscaping standards specified in the Land Use 
District for which the subject parcel is designated, require the applicant to:  
(a) retain all topsoil on the parcel;  
(b) grade the site as required to direct storm water off site, without altering its 

effect on adjacent land; 
(c) retain in their natural state:  
 (i) swamps, gullies and natural drainage courses, 
 (ii)  unstable land, 
 (iii)  land subject to flooding by a 1:100 year flood, 
 (iv)  land with a natural gradient of 15 percent or greater, and  
 (v) a strip of land not less than 15 metres (50 feet) in width along any river, 

stream, creek or lake, such distance to be measured from the top of the 
bank unless the Development Officer considers a lesser distance to be 
sufficient;  

(d) conserve existing trees and shrubs to the maximum extent possible; 
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(e) enhance the site by spreading additional topsoil, planting trees and shrubs 
and/or the seeding or sodding of grass and/or usin g landscaping materials 
such as decorative gravel, rock, wood chips or other materials, in order to 
enhance the appearance of the site and to complement development thereon; 

(f) restrict the area or portion of the parcel to be hard-surfaced. 
 
(3) As a condition of development approval the Development Officer may require the 

development, site or a portion of one or both to be screened in order to visually 
separate areas which would detract from any surrounding property.  The 
construction and materials used or the nature of a vegetated buffer strip used as a 
screen shall be of a quality and design to the satisfaction of the Development 
Officer. 

 
(4) Any landscaping or screening required by a development permit shall be carried 

out within the time limit specifi ed in the permit.  
 
6.16 Fences and Wind Screens 
 
(1) In hamlets: 

(a) no fence within 7.5 metres (25 feet) of the right-of-way of a public road, 
excluding lanes, shall be more than 1 metre (3 feet) high.  An exception may 
be made by the Development Officer for the portion of the side and year yard 
which abut the flanking street of a corner parcel;  

(b) at the intersection of lanes a 3 metres (10 feet) sight triangle shall be maintained 
whereby no fence, any planting, growth or any object placed shall materially 
impede vi sion over a height of 1 metre (3 feet); 

(c) no fence shall be higher than 1.83 metres (6 feet) unless approved by the 
Development Officer for safety, security, screening or other reason. 

 
(2) At the intersections of local roads, secondary roads and primary highway s, no 

fence, hedge, shelterbelt or other planting or growth shall unduly restrict the vision 
of approaching traffic.  

 
6.17 Off -Street Parking and Loading Requirements  

 
(1) Unless otherwise provided for in this Bylaw, the  minimum number of off -street 

parking spaces that shall be provided is as follows: 
(a) places of public assemblyééééééé.1 space per 4 seats 
(b) dining  and/or drinking establishmentsé.1 space per 4 seats 
(c) retail useséééééééééééééé 4 spaces per 93 m² (1,000 sq. ft.) 
(d) hotels and motelséééééééééé...1.2 spaces per guest room 
(e) industrialéééééééééééééé.1 space per employee 
(f) officesééééééééééééééé...2 spaces per 93 m² (1,000 sq. ft.) 
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(g) detached dwellingséééééééééé2 spaces per unit 
(h) multiple dwelling unitséééééééé2 spaces per unit or 1.5 per unit 

where 5 or more units occur 
(i) ancillary  suites and bed and 
 breakfast roomsééééééééééé..1 per suite per room 
(j) elementary and middle schoolséééé...1 space per employee 
(k) senior high schoolséééééééééé1 space per employee and 1 space 

per 25 students 
(l) warehouse, storage facilityéééééé.. 1 space per 93 m² (1,000 sq. ft.) 

(m) commerical recreational facilitieséé....... 1 per 4 participants plus 1 per 
20 m² gross leasable area 

(n) public/quasi public usesééééééé...as required by Development 
Officer  

(o) all other developmentséééééééé..as required by Development 
Officer  

 
(2) The surface treatment of off-street parking space shall be as required by the 

Development Officer, but shall be to all -weather standard and having a surface 
slope of not more than 5 percent. 

 
(3) Each parking space shall have dimensions of not less than 2.75 metres (9 feet) by 

5.5 metres (18 feet), and where site conditions warrant, there shall also be 
additional space provided for access and maneuvering lane. 

 
(4) As a condition of development approval the Development Officer may require the 

provision of one or more loading spaces with each loading space being designed 
and located so all vehicles using that space can be maneuvered and parked entirely 
within the bounds of  the parcel without using any part of a road right -of-way to 
do so. 

 
(5) As a condition of development approval the Development Officer may specify the 

standard of surface of any loading space, parking space and maneuvering area. 
 
6.18 Signs 
 
(1) No signs or advertising structures of a commercial, direction or informative nature 

shall be placed on land or affixed to any exterior surface of any building or 
structure, unless an application for this purpose has been approved, and a 
development permit has been issued except as permitted under Subsection 3. 

 
(2) No signs, billboards, advertising structures or signboards shall be placed on or 

affixed to public property without the prior consent of the appropriate public 
body. 
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(3) Signs may be erected on land or affixed to the exterior surface of a building or 

structure without a development permit as follows:  
(a) signs for the purpose of identification, direction and warning not exceeding 

0.5 square metres (5 sq. ft.) and limited to one sign per parcel; 
(b) sign relating to a person, partnership or company carrying on a profession, 

business or trade, not exceeding 3 square metres (32 sq. ft.) and limited to 
one sign per parcel; 

(c) signs relating to an institution of a religious, educational, cultural, 
recreational or similar character or to an apartment block, club or similar 
institution, not exceeding 3  square metres (32 sq. ft.) and limited to one sign 
per parcel; 

(d) advertisements in relation to the function of local authorities, utility boards 
or other public or quasi -publ ic bodies; 

(e) temporary advertisements relating to the sale or letting of land, the sale of 
goods or livestock, the carrying out of construction or other works, 
announcement of any local event of a religious, educational, cultural or 
political nature, not  exceeding 3 square metres (32 sq. ft.), but in each instance 
such temporary advertisements shall be removed by the advertiser within 
seven days of the completion of the event or work to which the 
advertisements relate; 

(f) signs by a government or government agency; and 
(g) no such sign may be illuminated.  

 
(4) Any permanent sign or advertisement which exceeds 3 square metres (32 sq. ft.) 

or which exceeds 2.5 metres (8 feet) in any dimension, or which is to be 
illuminated, shall be subject to a development  permit.  

 
(5) No signs or advertising structures of any kind shall be permitted within 100 metres 

(330 feet) of the centre line of a primary highway unless the prior approval of 
Alberta Transportation has been obtained. 

 
(6) No sign or advertisements shall obstruct the view of, be confused with, resemble 

or conflict with a traffic sign or signal, or otherwise pose a potential hazard to 
traffic.  

 
(7) Flashing, animated or internally illuminated signs shall not be permitted where, 

in the opinion of the Develo pment Officer, they may unduly affect residents in 
nearby housing, interfere with the interpretation of traffic signs or controls or 
unduly distract drivers.  

 
(8) No sign shall project higher than the roofline of the building to which it is attached 

unless otherwise approved by the Development Officer.  
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(9) No sign shall project more than 2.5 metres (8 feet) from a building unless otherwise 

approved by the Development Officer.  
 
(10) All signs shall be kept in a safe, clean and tidy condition and the Development 

Officer may require the removal or renovation of any sign determined to be 
otherwise. 

 
6.19 Lighting and Illumination  
 
(1) Lighting fixtures for exterior illumination, which are not illuminating public uses, 

shall be installed with the light directed and/or deflected away from public roads.  
 
6.20 Water and Wastewater  
 
(1) All development shall meet the provision of water and wastewater services in 

accordance with the Municipal Development Plan, and in doing so meet provincial 
standards and regulations respecting the provision of water and wastewater 
services. 
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PART SEVEN:  SPECIAL LAND USE PROVISIONS  
 
7.1 Farm Subsidiary Business  
 
(1) A farm subsidiary business may be approved in an agricultural district only as a 

supplementary to the primary agricultural use of a parcel of land and the 
development will not:  
(a) employ more than two employees who do not reside on -site; 
(b) store or maintain any goods, materials, or equipment not directly related to 

the operation; and 
(c) create dust, noise, odour, smoke or traffic generation which in the opinion of 

the Development Authority would be a nuisance to adjacent or nearby 
properties. 

 
(2) If a farm subsidiary business is approved as a temporary use, the approval shall be 

date specific as to when the business shall cease or at the discretion of the 
Development Officer considered for an extension of time until a specific future 
date. 

 
(3) Signage shall be limited to one sign not exceeding 3 square metres (32 sq. ft.) in 

area and must conform to all other provisions of th is Bylaw. 
 
7.2 Dude Ranch or Vacation Farm  
 
(1) A Dude Ranch/Vacation Farm shall be operated as a secondary use to the principal 

ranching/farming use of the land and shall not change the principal character of 
this land.  

 
(2) A Dude Ranch/Vacation Farm shall not accommodate more than eight guests at 

any one time. 
 
(3) Only one Dude Ranch/Vacation Farm shall be allowed on a given parcel or lot.  
 
(4) In reviewing a development application for a Dude Ranch/Vacation Farm, the 

factors to be considered, among others, include: 
(a) the size of the parcel; 
(b) the impact of the proposed use on the existing water and sewer systems; 
(c) consistency with other development in the surrounding area/land use 

districts in terms of nature and intensity of use;  
(d) potential traffic generation, and parking requirements; 
(e) buffering or other techniques designed to limit any interference with other 

uses of the peaceful enjoyment of neighbouring parcel; 
(f) amenities offered that would enhance the proposed land use. 
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(5) Eating and cooking shelters and sleeping units may be allowed as ancillary  

developments to Dude Ranch/Vacation Farm.  
 
(6) As a condition of devlopment approval a dude ranch/vacation farm may be 

approved until a specific future date, but thereafter may be e xtended at the 
discretion of the Development Officer.  

 
7.3 Bed and Breakfast Establishments  
 
(1) A bed and breakfast establishment may be allowed provided that it is secondary 

to the residential use of the dwelling and it will not interfere with the use and 
enjoyment of the neighbouring properties.  

 
(2) A bed and breakfast establishment shall comply with the following standards:  

(a) any alteration to the residential structure shall be limited to ensure that the 
dwelling remains within the character of the area within  which it is located 
and any alterations are to be approved by the Municipal Planning 
Commission; 

(b) a sign must identify rather than advertise the establishment and not exceed 
0.56 square metres (6 sq. ft.) in size unless otherwise approved by the 
Development Officer;  

(c) in addition to any other off -street parking required in this Bylaw, one 
additional space shall be provided for each guest room. 

 
(3) A development permit issued for a bed and breakfast establishment does not 

exempt compliance with health regulations  or any other permit requirements.  
 
7.4 Home Occupations  
 
(1) A Home Occupation may be permitted in a residential district if it:  

(a) is to be operated as a secondary use only and will not change the external 
appearance or residential character of the site; 

(b) will not create, in theopinion of the Development Authority, a nuisance by 
way of dust, noise, vibration, odors, smoke, or traffic generation;  

(c) will not display a product in public view;  
(d) will not engage any person in the home occupation other than the residents 

of the site; 
(e) the privacy and enjoyment of adjacent properties shall be preserved and the 

home occupation shall not adversely affect the amenities of the surrounding 
area. 
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(2) In approving a home occupation:  
(a) the Municipal Planning Commission, if it deems appr opriate, may allow 

materials, goods, or equipment to be stored on the site provided the storage 
of such is contained entirely within the dwelling unit or ancillary building 
and is not a fire or health hazard; 

(b) no signs greater than 0.56 square metres (6 sq. ft.) shall be permitted unless 
and an application for this purpose has been approved and a Development 
Permit issued; 

(c) no more than one commercial vehicle shall be allowed in connection with a 
home occupation.  A commercial vehicle to be parked or maintain ed on the 
property shall be subject to Municipal Planning Commission approval in 
terms of size and appearance; 

(d) a condition of approval may be until a specific future date, but thereafter may 
be extended at the discretion of the Development Officer. 

 
(3) A permit for a home occupation is only for the period of time the property is 

occupied by the applicant for whom the home based business was approved. 
 
7.5 Historical and Archeological Sites  
 
(1) Historical and archeological sites identified pursuant to the Albe rta Historical 

Resources Act shall be protected in accordance with the guidelines established by 
the Province of Alberta.  

 
7.6 Surveillance Suites  
 
(1) A development permit for a surveillance suite may be issued if the surveillance 

suite is clearly compatible with and subordinate to the principal use of the subject 
parcel.  The placement of a surveillance suite shall be compatible with all existing, 
principal development/land uses on adjacent properties and shall not interfere 
with future principal development/  land uses of adjacent properties. 

 
(2) Where a surveillance suite is attached to the principal building by a roof, an open 

or enclosed structure, floor or a foundation, it is to be considered a part of the 
principal building.  

 
(3) The minimum and maximum floor ar ea of any detached surveillance suite shall be 

50 square metres (538.2 sq. ft.) and 113 square metres (1,216.0 sq. ft.) respectively. 
 
 
 
 
 



58 
 

7.7 Alcohol Sales  
 
(1) Within a multi -parcel residential subdivision (hamlet excluded) or within 305 

metres (1,000 feet) of the boundary of a site used for public park, community 
recreation, religious assembly, or public or private school, alcohol sales as the 
primary retail use or in association with the sale of other retail goods may be 
approved as a discretionary use if the Development Authority determines the use 
meets the requirements of this Section.  For the purposes of this Section, òalcohol 
salesó does not apply to the sale of alcoholic drinks at a licensed eating or drinking 
establishment. 

 
(2) The Development Officer or Municipal Planning Commission shall not approve a 

development permit for alcohol sales unless, in its opinion, it is satisfied that the 
proposed use is suitable, harmonious, appropriate and compatible with the 
existing quality of life in the surrounding area. 

 
(3) In evaluating the appropriateness of a development permit application for liquor 

sales/distribution services, the Development Officer or Municipal Planning 
Commission shall consider: 
(a) compatibility with adjacent and neighbouring land uses;  
(b) impact on existing traffic volumes and patterns of flow;  
(c) appropriate vehicle parking and site access/egress requirements (the 

locations of access/egress points shall not route traffic through residential 
areas); 

(d) lighting and signage;  
(e) appropriate site security/fencin g requirements; and 
(f) any other matters considered appropriate. 

 
7.8 Guest Houses 
 
(1) No person shall construct or cause to be constructed a guest house on a parcel of 

land unless a development permit for such a use has been issued. 
 
(2) A guest house is neither an ancillary building or ancillary use.  
 
(3) An application for a development permit for a guest house may be approved on a 

parcel of land in a district for which a guest house is listed as a discretionary use 
but only when a principal residence alread y exists on the parcel of land.  
Conditions of approval may pertain to time and occupancy.  

 
(4) A guest house may be a separate building or form part of a building that is separate 

from the principal residence, but shall not include kitchen or cooking faciliti es. 
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7.9 Telecommunication Towers  
 
(1) No person shall construct or cause to be constructed a telecommunication tower 

unless a development permit for such a use has been issued. 
 
(2) A telecommunication facility shall comply with the provisions of this Bylaw and 

any statutory or outline plan pertaining to the site of the facility, all CSA standards 
and Safety Code guidelines. 

 
(3) The County will encourage the co-location (sharing) of telecommunication towers.  
 
(4) The notification of landowners in the vicinity and public consultation are required 

if the tower is to be located in a residential area or within 600 metres (1968 feet) of 
the nearest residence and the tower has a height of 15 metres (50 feet) and higher. 

 
7.10 Small Animal Breeding and Kennels  
 
(1) Notwithstanding the lists of permitted uses in land use districts, with the exception 

of agricultural districts, small animal breeding facilities shall be considered as a 
discretionary use if they are proposed on a parcel of land within or adjacent to a 
hamlet and grouped residential subdivision.  

 
(2) No small animal breeding facility shall be permitted on a residential parcel of any 

type that is less than 1 hectare (2.47 acres) in size. 
 
(3) All facil ities shall be kept in a manner satisfactory to the Health Authority.  
 
(4) In the approval of a kennel and small animal breeding facility, the development 

authority may apply conditions regarding:  
(a) location, soundproofing, screening and enclosure of any facilit y; 
(b) the number of animals; and 
(c) the hours that animals are allowed outdoors.  

 
7.11 Trout Ponds  
 
(1) No trout pond shall be created, including for private use, without approval of an 

application to create a trout pond and all necessary approvals from the Province. 
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7.12  Cannabis Production Facility   
 
(1)  Clearwater County should direct cannabis production facilities to locate in a 

business park 
(2)  All cannabis production facilities, applying for a development permit, within a 

business park, must be located outside of a 50 m radius of a property boundary, 
that has any of the following attribute:   
(a)  an existing residence; 

 (b)  zoned recreational facility district;  
 (c)  an existing religious assembly use;  
 (d)  an existing school;  
 (e)  an existing child care facility;  
 (f)  an existing community hall;  
 (g)  public recreation  
 
(3)  All cannabis production facilities applying for a development  permit on an 

industrial parcel not located within a business park, must be located outside of a 
300 m radius from a property boundary, that has any of the following attribute:  

 (a)  an existing residence;  
 (b)  zoned recreational facility district;  
 (c)  an existing religious assembly use;  
 (d)  an existing school;  
 (e)  an existing child care facility;  
 (f)  an existing community hall;  
 (g)  public recreation  
 
(4)  Cannabis production facilities shall:  
   (a)  be contained in a fully enclosed building or buildings specifically referenced 

in the producerõs federal license for production; 
   (b)   be the only use permitted on a parcel, with the allowance for an ancillary 

building on the parcel;  
   (c) must not have any outside storage of goods, materials, and supplies;  
   (d)  No use or operation shall cause or create conditions that may be objectionable 

or dangerous beyond the building that contains it.  
   (e)  Follow the Federal Government Directive on Physical Security Requirements 

for Contro lled Substances. 
 

(5)  The Development Officer or Municipal Planning Commission shall not approve a 
development permit for a Cannabis Production Facility unless, in its opinion, it is 
satisfied that the proposed use is appropriate and compatible with adjac ent and 
neighboring land uses.  
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(6)  In evaluating the appropriateness of a development permit application for a 
Cannabis Production Facility, the Development Officer or Municipal Planning 
Commission shall consider:  

 (a)  compatibility with adjacent and neighboring land uses;  
(b)  impact on existing traffic volumes and patterns of flow;  
 (c)  appropriate vehicle parking and site access/egress requirements (the 

locations of access/egress points shall not route traffic through 
residential areas);  

 (d)  lighting and signage;  
 (e)  any other matters considered appropriate. 
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PART EIGHT: ENVIRONMENTAL SETBACKS AND REPORTS  
 
8.1 Development On or Near Slopes  
 
(1) For the purposes of this section, òupper break of slopeó is as determined by the 

Development Officer,  who may consult with Alberta Environment, a geotechnical 
engineering firm or qualified consultant/person.  

 
(2) Notwithstanding the yard requirements prescribed in the land use districts, subject 

to subsection (3) no building or structure shall be permitted or  caused to be built 
or placed within 15.24 metres (50 feet) of the top or bottom of an escarpment, bank 
or slope having a grade that equals or exceeds 15%. 

 
(3) The required setback from the upper break of slope may be increased or decreased 

by the Development  Officer upon the submission of a report from Alberta 
Environment, a geotechnical engineering firm or qualified engineer that indicates 
a lesser setback  is suitable or a greater setback is required. 

 
(4) A setback from the upper break of slope may be decreased by the Development 

Officer if the Development Officer is satisfied upon report from Alberta 
Environment, a geotechnical engineering firm or qualified engineer that a lesser 
setback is sufficient for the safety of the structure and/or engineering and 
construction measures can be instituted to make a lesser setback location suitable 
for development, whereby such measures will be a condition of development.  

 
(5) The Development Officer may require that the development of the site and 

buildings be designed or bear the seal and signature of a professional engineer 
and/or architect registered in the Province of Alberta.  

 
(6) Notwithstanding any other provision in this Bylaw, for a site that is located within 

the distances established in subsection (3) above, a permitted use, in the Land Use 
District for that site, with the exception of farming, shall be deemed to be a 
discretionary use. 

 
8.2 Subdivision and Development Near Water  
 
(1) Where a parcel of land that is the subject of a subdivision application borders on 

or contains a river or stream, the minimum setback of any property line of a parcel 
of land being created for private ownership:  
(a) shall be no less than 30 metres (100 feet) for land along the North 

Saskatchewan River, Clearwater River, Red Deer River and James River; 
(b) shall be no less than 20 metres (66 feet) for land along all other named rivers 

and streams; 
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(c) shall be no less than 6 metres (20 feet) for land along unnamed rivers and 
streams claimed by the Province; but 

(d) notwithstanding subsections (a), (b) and (c), Clearwater County may increase 
the setback depending on site conditions, including but not limited to slope 
and environmental sensitivity.  

 
(2) Where a parcel of land that is the subject of a subdivision application borders on 

or contains a lake, a permanent wetland, or both, the minimum setback of any 
property line of a parcel of land being created for private ownership shall no less 
than 10 metres (33 feet) from the high water mark of the lake and/or the 
permanent wetland. Clearwater County  may increase the setback depending on 
site conditions, including but not limited to slope and environmental sensitivity.  

 
8.3 Flood Prone Lands 
 
(1) Subject to the provisions of this Section, development on land which may be prone 

to flooding generally shall be discouraged, especially on lands which lie within the 
1:100 year flood plain, as determined by Alberta Environment and/or the County.  

 
(2) On land that in the opinion of Alberta Environment and/or the County is flood 

prone, new residential development and t he expansion of existing residential 
development shall not be permitted.  

 
(3) On land that in the opinion of Alberta Environment and/or the County is flood 

prone, permanent non-residential buildings shall not be permitted and new 
development shall not be allow ed except for: 
(a) non-obstructing agricultural uses;  
(b) outdoor recreation uses; 
(c) flood control measures; and 
(d) public work facilities.  

 
(4) In reviewing an application for development for a site which is considered to be 

prone to flooding or located in a 1:100 year flood plain, the Development Officer 
may require one or more reports to be submitted by qualified consultants 
addressing the proposed development and the mitigating measures of site grading 
and building construction pertaining to potential flooding.  

 
(5) If a proposed development on flood prone lands is approved, any or all of the 

following may be required as conditions of development approval:  
(a) the use of fill, piles, posts or piers to raise the development above the 1:100 year 

flood level;  
(b) no finished floor space below the 1:100 year flood level; 
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(c) no mechanical or electrical installations less than 0.5 metre (1.64 feet) above the 
1:100 year flood level; 

(d) diking the watercourse;  
(e) increased development setbacks from the watercourse; 
(f) the use of backflow prevention valves (stop valves); 
(g) any other flood abatement measure as may be advise by the municipality, 

Alberta Environment or qualified consultant; and  
(h) registration of a restrictive covenant registered against the title of the subject 

property which saves and indem nifies the municipality from liability.  
 
(6) The Development Officer may require that the development of a site considered to 

be prone to flooding and any building thereon be designed or bear the seal and 
signature of a professional engineer and/or architect r egistered in the Province of 
Alberta.  

 
(7) As a condition of approval of a development within a 1:100 year flood plain, the 

Development Officer may require that a restrictive covenant be registered against 
the title of the subject property related to the appro ved development.  

 
(8) Notwithstanding any other provision in this Bylaw, for a site that is considered to 

be subject to flooding or located in a 1:100 year flood plain, with the exception of 
those uses listed in subsection (3), a permitted use in the Land Use District for that 
site shall be deemed to be a discretionary use. 

 
8.4 Environmentally Significant Lands  
 
(1) Environmentally significant lands include:  

(a) rivers and streams, including their valleys, ravines and escarpments; 
(b) lakes and their shorelands; 
(c) wetlands; 
(d) riparian buffers;  
(e) hazard lands and features; 
(f) wilderness areas designated by the Province; 
(g) ecological reserves designated by the Province; 
(h) natural areas designated by the Province; 
(i) provincial parks designated by the Province; and  
(j) provincial recreation areas designated by the Province. 

 
(2) When reviewing an application for development on environmentally significant 

lands, the Development Officer may consider any or all of the following:  
(a) the impact of the proposed development on the subject and surrounding 

area; 
(b) the soil and slope conditions of the area surrounding the subject property;  
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(c) any information on the past history of the subject property and surrounding 
area from a geotechnical perspective; and 

(d) comments and recommendations from Alberta Environment.  
 
(3) As part of the development permit application, the Development Officer may 

require a geotechnical study, prepared by a qualified geotechnical engineer, 
addressing the proposed development.  The geotechnical study will establish 
building setbacks from p roperty lines based upon the land characteristics of the 
subject property. 

 
(4) The Development Officer may require all or any of the following as conditions of 

approval for a development permit application on land which is considered 
environmentally signi ficant: 
(a) a certificate from a qualified professional geotechnical engineer certifying 

that the design of the proposed development was undertaken with full 
knowledge of the soil and slope conditions of the subject property;  

(b) a certificate from a qualified pro fessional geotechnical engineer when the 
proposed development includes cut and/or fill sections on slopes and/or 
including the addition of fill to the subject property;  

(c) that measures be taken to ensure that infiltration into area slopes, the subject 
proper ty and adjacent lands are minimized;  

(d) the registration of a restrictive covenant against the certificate of title for the 
subject property related to the approved development; and/or  

(e) the registration of an easement against the certificate of title for the subject 
property entitling the County or an agent on behalf of the County the right to 
enter the subject property to carry out such improvements and repairs as are 
required to maintain the stability of adjacent properties which, if not 
corrected, could adversely affect surrounding lands.  

 
(5) Clearwater County may register an Environmental Reserve or Environmental 

Reserve Easement where provided for in the Municipal Government Act for the 
environmentally significant lands.  

 
8.5 Environmental Audits  
 
(1) The Development Officer may require an applicant to conduct an environmental 

audit and submit an environmental audit report as part of a development permit 
application, and application to amend this Bylaw, an application for subdivision 
approval, or an applica tion to amend a statutory plan.  

 
 The Environmental Audit report shall contain:  

(a) a history of the subject propertyõs ownership and use; 
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(b) a description of the natural environment and social environment 
surrounding the subject property which may be sensitive t o contamination;  

(c) an inventory of all hazardous materials that may have been handled or stored 
on the subject property, including a review of on and off -site disposal 
operations and facilities; 

(d) documentation of the existence, location and use of above and underground 
storage tanks and other related facilities; 

(e) a history of environmental regulatory activity affecting the subject property;  
(f) a review of the condition and use of adjoining properties;  
(g) a completed sampling program to determine type and level of con tamination 

of soil, groundwater, surface water, site facilities, etc.; 
(h) a determination of the extent of contamination; and  
(i) a comprehensive site and areas map noting the locations of natural and built 

features and other elements of the site audit as noted above. 
 
(2) The Environmental Audit and report may be referred to Alberta Environment for 

comment and recommendations. 
 
(3) The County may use the recommendations of the Environmental Audit report as 

a basis for: 
(a) reasons to refuse or approve, with or without conditions, a development 

permit;  
(b) reasons to amend or refuse an amendment to this Bylaw; 
(c) comments to the Subdivision Approving Authority in recommending to 

approve, approve with conditions, or to refuse an application for subdivision;  
(d) reasons to approve or refuse an application to adopt or amend a statutory 

plan. 
 
8.6 Environmental Review  
 
(1) An environmental review is distinct from an environmental impact assessment as 

described under provincial and federal legislation.  
 
(2) The Development Officer may requir e an applicant to conduct an environmental 

review and submit a report as part of a development permit application, an 
application to amend this Bylaw, an application for subdivision approval or an 
application to adopt or amend a statutory plan.  

 
(3) An environ mental review may be required to address any or all of the following:  

(a) a description of the features of the site, adjacent properties and nearby lands 
that may be affected; 

(b) a description of the environmental sensitivity of these lands and features;  
(c) the nature of the impacts on land, water, wildlife and fish during construction;  
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(d) the nature of the impacts of land use activities on land, water, wildlife and fish 
upon completion of the development and/or phases thereof;  

(e) an environmental mitigation/protection  plan to alleviate any adverse impacts, 
monitor the performance of the mitigation/protection measures and identify 
the residual impacts and their significance on fish, wildlife, vegetation, soil, 
water quality and quantity; and  

(f) any other matters required by the County.  
 
(4) An environmental review may be referred by the County to the appropriate 

provincial agencies for comment and recommendations. 
 
(5) The County may use the recommendations of the Environmental Review report as 

a basis for: 
(a) reasons to refuse or approve, with or without conditions, a development 

permit;  
(b) reasons to amend or refuse an amendment to this Bylaw; 
(c) comments to the Subdivision Approving Authority in recommending to 

approve, approve with conditions, or to refuse an application for subdivisi on; 
(d) reasons to approve or refuse an application to adopt or amend a statutory plan. 

 
8.7 Remote Area ð Wild Land/ Urban Interface Developments  
 
(1) When, in the opinion of the Development Officer, a proposed development would 

be located in an area which may be a significant wildfire hazard area or too remote 
for existing municipal services to be effective in an emergency, the Development 
Officer may add the following measures as conditions to the issuance of a 
development permit to reduce fire hazards:  
(a) a minimu m 10 metres (33 feet) defensible space perimeter around buildings; this 

space should consist of less fire prone vegetation and free of ground level fuels (e.g.  
logs, branches, twigs), piled debris and other combustibles; this zone may increase 
to 30 metres (100 feet) for a site at the top of a slope; 

(b) a reduced fuel zone perimeter around buildings in which the forest canopy and 
understory may need to be thinned; for flat sites this perimeter may be up to 30 
metres (100 feet) but may be greater if the perimeter area includes downslopes 
greater than 15%; 

(c) roofs to be constructed of non-combustible or combustion retardant materials;  
(d) the installation of spark arresters on chimneys and stovepipes; 
(e) exterior siding to be of fire resistant materials;  
(f) the provision of  an emergency access; 
(g) the provision of an adequate on/off -site water supply and equipment for fire -

fighting purposes; and  
(h) any other provisions consistent with principles and standards to protect a 

community, subdivision or isolated development from wildfir es. 
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PART NINE: RESOURCE OPERATIONS AND SETBACKS  
 
9.1 Site Alterations  
 
(1) Site alteration activities, generally including stripping, filling, excavating and 

grading activities, are deemed to be exempt from the requirement for formal 
development permit application unless forming a part of a specific development 
proposal for which a permit is required.  Typical activities, for which a 
development permit is not required include:  
(a) contouring of farmland  
(b) public roads  
(c) oilfield lease roads and sites 
(d) private dri veways 
(e) logging roads 
(f) the first dugout on a parcel of land  
(g) the first fish pond on a parcel of land 
(h) recreational trail systems 
(i) the first borrow excavation on a parcel of land, and  
(j) drainage ditching  

 
Definitions In this Part:  
 
Dugout  means an excavation or an opening less than one acre in size for the 
purpose of agricultural use.  
 
Fish Pond means an excavation or an opening less than one acre in size for the 
purpose of stocking fish.  
 
Borrow Excavation  means an opening or excavation in the surface or subsurface 
of a given parcel of land, not exceeding four acres of total disturbance that is made 
solely for the purpose of removing sand, gravel, clay, or marl.  A borrow 
excavation shall not remain open or active for a period exceeding 18 months.  A 
borrow excavation does not permit any processing of the material(s) on the land(s). 
 
Borrow excavations are subject to the Environmental Protection and Enhancement Act 
(EPEA) and the Conservation and Reclamation Regulation (CRR).  Operators are 
cautioned that terms such as borrow and borrow pit may have different meanings in 
reference to regulatory requirements under other acts (e.g., the Environmental 
Protection Act or the Public Lands Act) or in common usage in  the road 
construction industry. Operators must be aware of the terms borrow excavation and 
pit and their regulatory implications under the EPEA or the CRR.  
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While this exemption is valid only to the extent that there is no requirement to 
make application for a development permit, any other requirement, provincial or 
municipal, is the responsibility of the proponent of the activity.  Other 
requirements may include, but are not limited to, licensing, road use agreements, 
reclamation, setbacks, buffers, etc. 

 
9.2 Top Soil Removal and Surface Resource Extraction/Processing  
 
(1) A development permit is required before the commencement or continuation of 

the removal of top soil from the property and such permits shall only be granted 
where it is shown to the satisfaction of the Development Officer that the land will 
not be adversely affected by the removal of the topsoil.  The Development Officer 
may refer any application for removal of top soil from the property to the 
Agricultural Services Board and/or the Soil Cons ervation Officer acting under the 
Soil Conservation Act for comments. 

 
(2) Unless exempted under Section 9.1 all surface resource extraction activities require 

a development permit before the commencement or continuation of the operation.  
 
(3) Surface resource extraction activities are subject to obtaining the proper approvals 

from all authoritative government agencies.  
 
(4) When issuing a development permit for a new or expanded surface resource 

extraction operation, including but not limited to sand, gravel or clay p its, the 
permit shall be conditional upon the developer providing copies of the approvals 
obtained from all authoritative government agencies.  
 

(5) Among other conditions that may be applied to the approval of a surface resource 
extraction operation the Development Officer are conditions that provide for:  
(a) setbacks to the satisfaction of the Development Officer from public roads and 

highways;  
(b) setbacks from dwellings, existing property boundaries and proposed 

property boundaries;  
(c) screening of the operation from public view by means of berms, landscaping 

or other means; 
(d) limitations on the years, months, weeks, days and/or hours of operation;  
(e) specific truck routing and/or roadway improvements;  
(f) requirements to provide and maintain sufficient dust control, both on-site 

and on haul roads, to the satisfaction of the Municipality; and  
(g) posting of adequate signage, including company name and emergency phone 

numbers, to warn of possible site or operational hazards and dangers. 
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(6) The obligation to fulfill the conditions and requirements of any development 
permit issued pursuant to this Section are deemed to run with the land.  The failure 
of any development permit holder who is not the owner of the site or sites 
described in the development permit shall not be considered to relieve or release 
the owner from such or issue a new development permit to the same applicant or 
to  a new applicant or to the same owner or a new owner, unless or until the 
conditions and requirements of any development permit which has become 
suspended, lapsed, or voided for any reason, have been fulfilled to the satisfaction 
of the Municipality.  

 
9.3 Gas and Oil Wells  
 
(1) An application for subdivision or devlopment must not be approved if it would 

result in permanent additional overnight accommodation or public facilities, as 
defined by the Energy Resources Conservation Board, within 100 metres (328 feet) 
of a gas or oil well unless that permanent overnight accommodation or public 
facility would be within a lesser distance approved in writing by the Ene rgy 
Resources Conservation Board or in the opinion of the approving authority is 
considered to be an infill development.  

 
(2) For the purposes of this section, a gas or oil well does not include an adandoned 

well as defined by the Energy Resources Conservation Board  and distances are 
measured from the well head to the building or proposed building site.  

 
9.4 Sour Gas Facilities  
 
(1) The development authority must send to the Energy Resources Conservation 

Board a copy of an application that would result in permanent additional 
overnight accommodation, whether for dwelling or other purposes, or public 
facilities as defined by the Energy Resources Conservation Board if the application 
is within 1.5 km (0.93 miles) of a sour gas facility, or a lesser distance agreed to in 
writing by the Energy Resources Conservation Board and subdivision authority.  

 
(2) The Development Officer must not approve an application that does not conform 

to the Energy Resources Conservation Board setbacks unless the Energy Resources 
Conservation Board gives written approval to a lesser set back distance. When 
issuing a development permit for a residence in an area where there is a risk of 
sour gas as advised by the Energy Resources Conservation Board, the Devlopment 
Officer may as a condition of approval require the applicant to sign a copy of the 
applicable declaration prescribed by the Development Officer.  
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PART TEN: INFRASTRUCTURE SETBACKS AND REGULATIONS  
 
10.1 Development Setbacks from Wastewater Treatment Plants  
 
(1) Unless the development is approved in writing by the Deputy Minister of Alberta 

Environment:  
(a) a school, hospital, food establishment or residential building shall not be 

approved and a residential building shall not be constructed within 300 
metres (984.25 feet) of an operating wastewater treatment plant; and 

(b) a wastewater treatment plant must not be approved unless the working area 
of the plant is located at least within 300 metres (984.25 feet) from any existing 
or proposed school, hospital, food establishment or residential buil ding.  

 
10.2 Development Setbacks from Landfills and Waste Sites  
 
(1) Unless the development is approved in writing by the Deputy Minister of Alberta 

Environment:  
(a) a school, hospital, food establishment or residence must not be approved and 

a residence must not be constructed if the building site is within distances 
from a sanitary landfill, modified sanitary landfill, hazardous waste 
management facility, dry waste site, waste processing site, waste storage site, 
waste sorting station or waste transfer station specified in the Subdivision 
and Development Regulation; and 

(b) a sanitary landfill, modified sanitary landfill, hazardous waste management 
facility, dry waste site, waste processing site, waste storage site, waste sorting 
station or waste transfer station must not be approved within the distance 
from the property boundary of a school, hospital, food establishment or 
residence specified in the Subdivision and Development Regulation. 

 
10.3 Setbacks from Roads and Intersections  
 
(1) On a parcel of land located adjacent to a public road or provincial highway, 

development shall be sited in accordance with Figures 1 to 7 of this Section, unless 
otherwise approved by the Development Officer or Alberta Transportation.  

 
(2) No vehicle access to a rural road shall be permitted less than 150 metres (492 feet) 

from an intersection , an existing access on the same side of the road, a bridge or 
an at-grade railway crossing unless a lesser separation distance is approved by the 
Manager of Public Works where in his opinion th e lesser distance provides 
suitable site lines in both directions. 

 
(3) The Development Officer may not approve an application for a development 

permit affecting land within 300 metres (1,000 feet) of a provincial highway or 
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within 800 metres (1/2 mile) of  a provincial highway intersection unless the 
applicant provides a copy of a highway vicinity development approval from 
Alberta Transportation.  

 
(4) The Development Officer may issue a development permit or other needed 

approval for development, which does  not satisfy the requirements illustrated on 
Figures 1 to 7 of this Section, for a parcel legally created prior to this Bylaw coming 
into effect and which would otherwise not have a building site, if satisfied that the 
development will not result in having  an adverse impact on adjacent land uses 
and development when developed to such lesser standards as the Development 
Officer requires. 

 
(5) Figures 1 to 7 of this Section do not apply in any hamlet district.  
 
(6) Notwithstanding any other provisions in this  Bylaw, the Development Officer 

may approve or prescribe screening for uses which involve the outdoor storage of 
goods, materials or facilities which would otherwise be, in the judgement of the 
Development Officer, visually offensive when viewed from a pub lic road. 

 
(7) Lots abutting a public òinternal roadó or a service road shall not be subject to the 

setbacks required for rural roads, but shall be subject to setback requirements 
otherwise stated in this Bylaw for public internal roads and, in this regard , Council 
may declare a public road to be an òinternal roadó if it is not in an Agriculture 
District and is not part of the grid system, contained in Government Road 
Allowances. 

 



 

SETBACKS FROM RURAL ROADS AND THEIR INTERSECTIONS  

SETBACK FOR DEVELOPMENT 50 METRES 

(165 FT.) FROM THE CENTRE-LINE OF A 

RURAL ROAD. 

 

 

SETBACKS FROM RURAL ROADS AND THEIR INTERSECTIONS  

SETBACK FOR DEVELOPMENT 50 METRES 

(165 FT.) FROM THE CENTRE-LINE OF A 

RURAL ROAD. 

 

NO DEVELOPMENT OR VEHICLE ACCESS 

TO BE LOCATED IN SHADED AREA. 

SETBACK FOR DEVELOPMENT 50 METRES 

(165 FT.) FROM THE CENTRE-LINE OF A 

RURAL ROAD. 

NOTE: 

SETBACK DISTANCES APPLY TO ANY 

PERMANENT BUILDINGS AND, AT 

INTERSECTIONS, TO FEED STACKS, NEW 

SHELTERBELTS AND OTHER OBSTRUCTIONS 

TO VISIBILITY OVER 1 METRE (3 FT.) HIGH. 

NOTE: 

ACCESS TO A PUBLIC ROAD SHALL NOT BE 

PERMITTED WHERE THE SIGHT DISTANCE IS 

LESS THAN 150 METRES (500 FT.) IN BOTH 

DIRECTIONS. 

FIGURE 1 



 

SETBACKS FROM RURAL AND SECONDARY ROADS  
AND THEIR INTERSECTIONS  

 

SETBACK FOR DEVELOPMENT 50 METRES 

(165 FT.) FROM THE CENTRE-LINE OF A 

RURAL ROAD. 

 

 

 

NOTE: 

ACCESS TO A PUBLIC ROAD SHALL NOT BE 

PERMITTED WHERE THE SIGHT DISTANCE IS 

LESS THAN 150 METRES (500 FT.) IN BOTH 

DIRECTIONS. 

NOTE: 

SETBACK DISTANCES APPLY TO ANY 

PERMANENT BUILDINGS AND, AT 

INTERSECTIONS, TO FEED STACKS, NEW 

SHELTERBELTS AND OTHER OBSTRUCTIONS 

TO VISIBILITY OVER 1 METRE (3 FT.) HIGH. 

FIGURE 2 

NO DEVELOPMENT OR VEHICLE ACCESS 

TO BE LOCATED IN SHADED AREA. 

SETBACK FOR DEVELOPMENT 60 METRES 

(200 FT.) FROM THE CENTRE-LINE OF A 

SECONDARY ROAD. 



 

 

SETBACKS FROM PRIMARY HIGHWAY  
AND RURAL ROAD INTERSECTIONS  

 

 

SETBACK FOR DEVELOPMENT 50 METRES 

(165 FT.) FROM THE CENTRE-LINE OF A 

RURAL ROAD. 

 

 

 
 

FIGURE 3 

NO DEVELOPMENT OR VEHICLE ACCESS 

TO BE LOCATED IN SHADED AREA. 

SETBACK FOR DEVELOPMENT 70 METRES 

(230 FT.) FROM THE CENTRE-LINE OF A 

PRIMARY HIGHWAY. 

NOTE: 

1) ACCESS TO A PUBLIC ROAD SHALL NOT 

BE PERMITTED WHERE THE SIGHT 

DISTANCE IS LESS THAN 150 METRES 

(500 FT.) IN BOTH DIRECTIONS. 

2) THE HIGHWAY DEVELOPMENT 

CONTROL REGULATIONS REQUIRE THAT 

WHERE A PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT IS 

TO BE LOCATED: 

 A) WITHIN 300 METRES (1,000 FT) OF A 

HIGHWAY, OR 

 B) WITHIN 800 METRES (1/2 MILE) OF 

AN INTERSECTION WITH A 

HIGHWAY, 

 A PERMIT SHALL BE OBTAINED FROM 

ALBERTA TRANSPORTATION. 

NOTE: 

SETBACK DISTANCES APPLY TO ANY 

PERMANENT BUILDINGS AND, AT 

INTERSECTIONS, TO FEED STACKS, NEW 

SHELTERBELTS AND OTHER OBSTRUCTIONS 

TO VISIBILITY OVER 1 METRE (3 FT.) HIGH. 



 

SETBACKS FROM SECONDARY ROAD INTERSECTIONS  

 

SETBACK FOR DEVELOPMENT 60 METRES 

(200 FT.) FROM THE CENTRE-LINE OF A 

SECONDARY ROAD. 

 

 

 
 

NOTE: 

ACCESS TO A PUBLIC ROAD SHALL NOT BE 

PERMITTED WHERE THE SIGHT DISTANCE IS 

LESS THAN 150 METRES (500 FT.) IN BOTH 

DIRECTIONS. 

NOTE: 

SETBACK DISTANCES APPLY TO ANY 

PERMANENT BUILDINGS AND, AT 

INTERSECTIONS, TO FEED STACKS, NEW 

SHELTERBELTS AND OTHER OBSTRUCTIONS 

TO VISIBILITY OVER 1 METRE (3 FT.) HIGH. 

NO DEVELOPMENT OR VEHICLE ACCESS 

TO BE LOCATED IN SHADED AREA. 

SETBACK FOR DEVELOPMENT 

60 METRES (200 FT.) FROM THE 

CENTRE-LINE OF A SECONDARY ROAD. 

FIGURE 4 



 

SETBACKS FROM PRIMARY HIGHWAY  INTERSECTIONS  

 

SETBACK FOR DEVELOPMENT 70 METRES 

(230 FT.) FROM THE CENTRE-LINE OF A 

PRIMARY HIGHWAY. 

 

 

 
 

NOTE: 

SETBACK DISTANCES APPLY TO ANY 

PERMANENT BUILDINGS AND, AT 

INTERSECTIONS, TO FEED STACKS, NEW 

SHELTERBELTS AND OTHER 

OBSTRUCTIONS TO VISIBILITY OVER 

1 METRE (3 FT.) HIGH. 

FIGURE 5 

NO DEVELOPMENT OR VEHICLE 

ACCESS TO BE LOCATED IN 

SHADED AREA. 

NOTE: 

1) ACCESS TO A PUBLIC ROAD SHALL NOT 

BE PERMITTED WHERE THE SIGHT 

DISTANCE IS LESS THAN 150 METRES (500 

FT.) IN BOTH DIRECTIONS. 

2) THE HIGHWAY DEVELOPMENT CONTROL 

REGULATIONS REQUIRE THAT WHERE A 

PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT IS TO BE 

LOCATED: 

 A) WITHIN 300 METRES (1,000 FT.) OF A 

HIGHWAY, OR 

 B) WITHIN 800 METRES (1/2 MILE) OF 

AN INTERSECTION WITH A 

HIGHWAY, 

 A PERMIT SHALL BE OBTAINED FROM 

ALBERTA TRANSPORTATION. 



 

SETBACKS FROM PRIMARY HIGHWAY  
AND SECONDARY ROAD  INTERSECTIONS  

 

SETBACK FOR DEVELOPMENT 60 METRES 

(200 FT.) FROM THE CENTRE-LINE OF A 

SECONDARY ROAD. 

 

 

 
 

NOTE: 

SETBACK DISTANCES APPLY TO ANY 

PERMANENT BUILDINGS AND, AT 

INTERSECTIONS, TO FEED STACKS, NEW 

SHELTERBELTS AND OTHER OBSTRUCTIONS 

TO VISIBILITY OVER 1 METRE (3 FT.) HIGH. 

FIGURE 6 

NO DEVELOPMENT OR 

VEHICLE ACCESS TO BE 

LOCATED IN SHADED AREA. 

SETBACK FOR DEVELOPMENT 

70 METRES (230 FT.) FROM THE 

CENTRE-LINE OF A 

PRIMARY HIGHWAY. 

NOTE: 

1) ACCESS TO A PUBLIC ROAD SHALL NOT 

BE PERMITTED WHERE THE SIGHT 

DISTANCE IS LESS THAN 150 METRES (500 

FT.) IN BOTH DIRECTIONS. 

2) THE HIGHWAY DEVELOPMENT CONTROL 

REGULATIONS REQUIRE THAT WHERE A 

PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT IS TO BE 

LOCATED: 

 A) WITHIN 300 METRES (1,000 FT.) OF A 

HIGHWAY, OR 

 B) WITHIN 800 METRES (1/2 MILE) OF 

AN INTERSECTION WITH A 

HIGHWAY, 

 A PERMIT SHALL BE OBTAINED FROM 

ALBERTA TRANSPORTATION. 



 

 

SETBACKS FROM ROAD CURVES AND CORNERS  

NO VEHICLE ACCESS TO BE 

LOCATED IN THIS AREA. 

END OF CURVE 

END OF CURVE 

 
 

NO DEVELOPMENT TO BE 

LOCATED IN THIS AREA. 

SETBACK FOR DEVELOPMENT: 

- 70 METRES (230 FT.) FROM THE CENTRE-LINE OF A PRIMARY HIGHWAY 

- 60 METRES (200 FT.) FROM THE CENTRE-LINE OF A SECONDARY ROAD 

- 50 METRES (165 FT.) FROM THE CENTRE-LINE OF A RURAL ROAD 

FIGURE 7 

SETBACK DISTANCES APPLY TO ANY 

PERMANENT BUILDINGS AND, AT 

INTERSECTIONS, TO FEED STACKS, 

NEW SHELTERBELTS AND OTHER 

OBSTRUCTIONS TO VISIBILITY OVER 

1 METRE (3 FT.) HIGH. 
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PART ELEVEN: CONFINED FEEDING OPERATIO NS 
 
 
11.1 Confined Feeding Operations  
 
(1) Confined feeding operations for which approval, authorization or registration is 

required pursuant to the Agricultural Operation Practices Act, are regulated by the 
Natural Resources Conservation Board (NRCB) and are exempt from municipal 
control under this Bylaw.  

 
(2) In directing and approving land uses that may be incompatable with a confined 

feeding operation, Clearwater County shall refer the application to the NRCB to 
determine the applicable minimum distance separat ion. 
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PART TWELVE: AMENDMENT  
 
12.1 Application for Bylaw Amendment  
 
(1) A person may make application to the Development Officer  for an amendment to 

the Land Use Bylaw.  The application shall include:  
(a) a statement of the nature of the amendment requested; 
(b) the specific amendments requested; 
(c) the purpose and reasons for the amendment; 
(d) if the applicant is not an owner of land affected by the application, the interest 

in the land of the applicant;  
(e) if the application is for a change of land use district:  
 (i) a recent copy of the Certificate of Title of the land affected; and 
 (ii)  a legal description or a plan showing the location and dimensions of the 

land requested for redistricting, to the satisfaction of the Development 
Officer; 

(f) an application fee, the amount of which shall be determined from time to time 
by resolution of Council for which a portion, as determined by resolution of 
Council from time to time, may be returned to the applicant if first reading of 
the amending bylaw is not passed. 

 
(2) If the application to amend the Bylaw is for a redesignation of land, the 

Development Officer may:  
(a) require the submission of an outline plan for the area to be redesignated to 

the level of detail specified by the Development Officer; and  
(b) require payment of a fee equal to the costs by the Municipality to review the 

proposed redesignation and/or outline plan, or if necessary to prepare an 
outline plan.  

 
(3) An application for amendment shall be placed before the Council within 60 days 

of its receipt by the Development Officer.  
 
(4) Upon receipt of an application for amendment , the Development Officer shall 

determine when the application will be placed before Council and shall issue not 
less than 10 days notice to the applicant advising that he may appear before the 
Council at that time and speak to the application.  

 
12.2 Amending Bylaw Process  
 
(1) Council may initiate a bylaw  to amend the Land Use Bylaw by directing the 

Development Officer to initiate an amendment thereto.  
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(2) Council may, after due consideration o f an application for amendment:  
(a) refuse the application; 
(b) pass first reading of a bylaw to amend this Bylaw, with or without 

amendments; 
(c) defeat first reading of a bylaw to amend this Bylaw; or  
(d) refer the application to the Development Officer or any other persons for 

further information, and when the information is received proceed with one 
of the actions outlined in sub -clauses (a) through (c). 

 
(3) Following first reading of an amending bylaw, the Council shall establish the date, 

time and place for a public hearing on the proposed bylaw.  
 
(4) Notwithstanding subsection 7, if the amendment will not materially affect the 

Bylaw in principle or in substance, Council may pass an amending Bylaw without 
holding a public hearing.  

 
(5) Following first reading of an amending bylaw, the Development Officer shall:  

(a) arrange for the publication of a notice of the public hearing at least once a 
week for two consecutive weeks in at least one newspaper circulating in the 
area such that the publication date of the second issue is not less than five 
days preceding the date of the hearing; and 

(b) mail or arrange for delivery, not less than 14 days preceding the date of the 
hearing, notice to the applicant, if not Council, and if the amending bylaw 
provides for one or more Distr ict designation changes to: 
(i) owners of land subject to proposed redesignation; 

(ii)  owners of adjacent land; 
(iii)  the Town of Rocky Mountain House in accordance with any policies regarding 

referral in an intermunicipal development plan or other joint planning 
agreement; 

(iv)  any other adjacent municipality if the land subject of the redesignation is within 
0.8 kilometres (0.5 miles) of the municipality;  

(v) any other authorities who, in the opinion of the Development Officer, may be 
affected. 

 
(6) A notice of the public hearing must contain:  

(a) a statement of the general purpose of the proposed bylaw; 
(b)      the date, time and place of the public hearing; 
(c) the address where a copy of the proposed bylaw and any document related thereto 

or to the public hearing may be inspected. 

 
(7) In the case of an amendment to change the district designation of a parcel of land, 

in addition to the requirements of subsection (10), the notice shall also contain: 
(a) the municipal address, if any, and the legal address of the parcel of land; and 
(b) a map showing the location of the parcel of land.  
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(8) In the Public Hearing, Council:  

(a) must hear any person, group of persons, or person representing them, who claims 
to be affected by the proposed bylaw and who has complied with the procedures 
outlined by Council;  and 

(b) may hear any other person who wishes to make representation and whom the 
Council agrees to hear. 

 
(9) After giving consideration to the representation made to it at the public hearing, 

the Municipal Development Plan and any Intermunicipal Development Plan or 
other statutory plan affecting the proposed bylaw, and any other matters it 
considers appropriate, Council may:  
(a) pass the bylaw; 
(b) make any amendment to the bylaw it considers necessary and proceed to pass it 

without further advertisement or hearing;  
(c) refer the bylaw for further information or comment to any person or authority 

Council desires to refer the bylaw to; or  
(d) defeat the bylaw. 

 
(10) After third reading of an amending bylaw, the Development Officer shall send a 

copy of the bylaw to:  
(a) the applicant; 
(b) the owner(s) of land if not the applicant; and  
(c) an adjacent municipality if it received notice pursuant to this section.  

 
(11) In this section, owner means the person shown as the owner of land on the 

assessment roll prepared pursuant to the Act. 
 
(12) If an applicat ion to amend this Bylaw for a change in a land use designation is 

refused, the Development Officer may refuse to accept a subsequent application 
for a change in the land use designation to the same parcel of land until a period 
of 6 months has expired unless, in the opinion of the Development Officer, the 
circumstances of the application have changed significantly. 

 
(13) If the subdivision or development for which land was redesignated does not occur 

within one year of the date of passage of the bylaw that redesignated the land, 
Council may initiate a bylaw to redesignate the land back to its former district.  

 
(14) The Development Officer shall maintain an accurate and up-to-date file of 

amendments to this Bylaw and, within 30 days of adoption of any amending 
Bylaw, ensure that such amendment is effected to copies of the Bylaw in regular 
usage by councillors, members of committees, employees and advisors of the 
Municipality.  
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PART THIRTEEN: LAND USE DISTRICTS  
 
13.1 Establishment of Districts  
 
(1) For the purpose of this Bylaw, Clearwater County is divided into the following 

districts:  
(1) Agriculture District òAó 
(2) Intensive Agriculture District òIAó 
(3) Country Residence District òCRó 
(4) Country Residence Agriculture District òCRAó 
(5) Industrial District òIó 
(6) Light Industrial District òLIó 
(7) Hamlet Commercial District òHCó 
(8) Hamlet Residential District òHRó 
(9) Institutional District òPó 

(10) Recreation Facility District òRFó 
(11) Leisure Residence District òLRó 
(12) Highway Development District  òHDó 
(13) Manufactured Home Park District òMHPó 
(14) Forestry District 1 òF1ó 
(15) Forestry District 2 òF2ó 
(16) Country Residential Minor Industrial District òCRMIó 
(17) Nordegg Rural Residence District òNRRó 
(18) Nordegg Tourist Recreation District òNTRó 
(19) Nordegg Medium Density Housi ng District òNR-2ó 
(20) Nordegg Leisure Residence District òNLRó 
(21) Nordegg Public and Institutional òNPIó 
(22) Nordegg Service Commercial òNSCó 
(23) Nordegg Industrial District òNIó 
(24) Saunders Alexo District òSAó 
(25) Shunda Goldeye District òSGó 
(26) Bighorn Canyon District òBCó 
(27) Whitegoat Lakes District òWLó 
(28) Direct Control District òDCó 
(29) Public Airport District òPAó 
(30) Recreation Residential District òRRó 
(31) Residential Estate District òREó 
(32) Nordegg Low Density Residence District òNLDRó 
(33) Nordegg Mixed Use Residence / Resort Commercial District òNMURó 

 
(2) For each district the purposes, permitted and discretionary uses of land, and 

district regulations are as established in Section 13.4. 
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(3) In each district development may only take place for the permitted and 
discretionary uses specified in Section 13.4 unless otherwise provided for in Section 
3.2 and Section 3.5(3). 

 
(4) In each district the standard of development shall be greater than the minimum 

and less than the maximum laid out in Section 13.4 although Section 3.9(1) applies. 
 
13.2 Boundaries  
 
(1) The boundaries of the districts listed in subsection (1) are as delineated on the Land 

Use District Map Sheets in Section 15(1) and the District Map Schedules in Section 
15(2). 

 
(2) Where uncertainty exists as to the boundaries of the districts as shown on the 

District Maps and District Descriptions, the following rules shall apply:  
(a) a boundary shown as approximately following the boundary of a parcel of land 

shall be deemed to follow that parcel of land boundary; and  
(b) a boundary, which does not follow the boundary of a parcel of land, shall be 

determined by measurements directly from the Land Use District Map; but  
(c) where there remains uncertainty or disagreement as to the location of the 

boundary Council, either on its own motion or upon an applic ation being 
made to Council by any person requesting the determination of the exact 
location of a boundary, shall fix and determine the portion of the boundary 
in dispute.  

 
(3) If an application of the rules in subsection (2) do not satisfactorily determine th e 

exact location of a district, the Municipality, either on its own motion or upon 
written application being made to it by any person requesting the determination 
of the exact location of the boundary, shall fix the portion of the district boundary 
in doub t or dispute.  

 
(4) The boundaries for those isolated and individual land use districts which are not 

plotted on maps in Part Fifteen: Land Use District Maps are as registered in the 
Alberta Land Titles Office.  

 
(5) All roads and railway lines are excluded from the Land Use Districts established 

under this Bylaw.  However, when a road is closed by bylaw or the change in 
ownership of a portion of a closed railway line is registered in the Land Titles 
Office, the land forming the closed road or railway line sh all automatically revert 
to the Agricultural District, except where the title to the land is consolidated with 
adjacent land whereby it shall automatically revert to the District for which that 
adjacent land was already designated. 
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13.3 Crown Land Tra nsferred to Private Ownership  
 
(1) If the Province of Alberta or Government of Canada transfers Crown land to 

private ownership the affected land, unless otherwise designated by the County, 
shall immediately be deemed to lie within the Agriculture òAó District and not 
require a formal amendment to this Bylaw provided that the development and/or 
use of the subject land meets the purpose of the Agricultural òAó District. 

 
13.4 District Regulations  
 

Subsection 13.4(1) through 13.4(31) are the permitted and discretionary land uses 
and regulations for each land use district. 
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13.4 (1) AGRICULTURE DISTRICT òAó 
 
THE GENERAL PURPOSE OF THIS DISTRICT IS TO ACCOMMODATE 
AGRICULTURAL LAND USES AND TO CONSERVE GOOD AGRICULTURAL LAND.  
 
A. PERMITTED USES 

1. First residence  
2. Farming and non-residential farm buildings  
3. Second residence on a lot that is 32 hectares (80 acres) or larger 

 
NOTE: 
1. In the Agriculture District òAó, farming and non-residential farm buildings, 

are òdeemed approvedó uses. 
2. On a residential parcel in the Agriculture District òAó, a minor agricultural 

pursuit for the exclusive enjoyment of the occupants is òdeemed approvedó. 
 
B. DISCRETIONARY USES 

1. Ancillary building or use  
2. Cemetery 
3. Community hall/centre  
4. Drive -in theatre 
5. Gravel and sand pit 
6. Highway maintenance yard  
7. Petroleum refining, gas processing or related installations with a total 

enclosed or developed building or plant space of less than 930 square metres 
(10,000 sq. ft.) 

8. Public utility: landfill, waste transfer and associated facilities, sewage lagoon 
and other sewage treatment facilities, water treatment plant and associated 
facilities, public utility building  

9. Radio, television and other communications tower and related buildings not 
exceeding 75 square metres (800 sq. ft.) 

10. Recreation facility: publicly owned  
11. Recreation facility or use for a local and/or private clientele or club 

only and not occupying more than 1 hectare (2.5 acres) 
12. Sod farm or tree farm 
13. Greenhouse with a floor area of less than 100 square metres (1,100 sq. ft.) or 

such larger area subject to the discretion of the Development Officer. 
14. Guest house 

 
C. DISCRETIONARY USES ALLOWED  in this District ONLY where Incidental or 

Subordinate to the Principal Use of the lands contained in the current Certificate 
of Title.  
1. Second and additional residences on a lot on which all of the requirements 

of Section 6.6 are satisfied 
2. Abattoir  
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3. Airport or heliport occupying 2 hectares (5 acres) or less 
4. Agricultural equipment service and sales  
5. Auto -wreckers providing proper screening is employed  
6. Dude ranch or vacation farm  
7. Farm subsidiary occupation  
8. Game farming or game ranching for viewing, tourism or recreational 

purposes 
9. Home occupation 
10. Kennel 
11. Market gardening  
12. Off -parcel drainage works 
13. Riding or roping and livestock showing stable or arena  
14. Sawmill or postmill with annual volume of at least 530 cubic metres  (1/4 

million board feet) of standing timber  
15. Sod farm 
16. Top soil stripping and sales 
17. Tradesperson's business, including contractors for plumbing, heating, 

electrical carpentry, auto-body, mechanical, masonry, excavation, 
construction, trucking an d the like. 

18. Unoccupied and unserviced manufactured home storage (one only) 
19. Veterinary clinic  
20. Zoo 

 
D. ACCEPTABLE LOT SIZE 

1. Except as provided for in subsections 2, the acceptable lot size is all of the 
land contained in an existing lot unless otherwise approved by the 
Development Officer subject to: 
(a) The new lot being used exclusively for the approved development; and  
(b) The developer entering into an agreement and/or Letter of Undertaking 

with the Municipality regarding placing the intende d use or 
development on the proposed lot.  

 
2. Regarding a first residential parcel out of an unsubdivided quarter section or 

out of the largest agricultural parcel within a previously subdivided quarter 
section that does not already contain a residential subdivision:   
(a) Where the first residential parcel would include all or part of an existing 

farmstead, the parcel size shall not be less than 0.91 hectares (2.25 acres) 
or exceed a maximum of 2.83 hectares (7 acres) unless a larger parcel is 
deemed necessary by the Subdivision Authority to encompass existing 
residential amenities and facilities, such as shelter belts, wastewater and 
water services and driveways; and 

(b) Where the first residential parcel would not include the removal of an 
existing farmstead, the parcel size shall not be less than 0.91 hectares (2.25 
acres) or exceed a maximum of 2.02 hectares (5.00 acres) and the 
provisions of Part 8 of this Bylaw.  
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E. MINIMUM DEPTH OF FRONT YARD  

As required and/or approved pursuant to Section 10.3 and Figure s 1 to 7 of the 
Supplementary Regulations. 

 
F. MINIMUM WIDTH OF SIDE YARD  

15 metres (50 feet) except for a corner site where the side yard shall be determined 
as though it were a front yard.  

 
G. MINIMUM DEPTH OF REAR YARD  

15 metres (50 feet) unless otherwise approved by the Development Officer. 
 

NOTE: Lots created prior to this Bylaw coming into effect and not able to 
comply with the foregoing shall meet setback limits as determined by 
the Development Officer.  

 
H. LANDSCAPING  

1. In addition to other provisions of this Bylaw, the Development Officer may 
require landfill sites, gravel and sand pits, sewage facilities and other 
visually offensive uses to be screened from view with vegetation and/or 
other screening of a visually pleasing nature. 

2. Reclamation to standards acceptable to the Development Officer may be 
required following abandonment of all or any portion of a gravel or 
sandpit, sawmill or other land surface disturbing operation.  
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13.4 (2) INTENSIVE AGRICULTURE D ISTRICT òIAó 
 
THE GENERAL PURPOSE OF THIS DISTRICT IS TO ACCOMMODATE INTENSIVE 
AGRICULTURAL USES ON PARCELS OF LESS THAN 32 HECTARES (80 ACRES). 
 
A. PERMITTED USES 

1. Farming and non-residential farm buildings  
2. First residence 

 
 NOTE: In any òIAó District farming and non-residential farm buildings are 

òdeemed approvedó. 
 
B. DISCRETIONARY USES 

1. Ancillary building or use  
2. Market gardening  
3. Public utility: landfill, waste transfer and associated facilities, sewage lagoon 

and other sewage treatment facilities, water treatment plant and associated 
facilities, public utility building  

4. Sod farming 
5. Tree farming or nursery  
6. Radio, television and other communications tower and related buildings not 

exceeding 75 square metres (800 sq. ft.) 
7. Riding or roping and livestock showing stable or arena 
8. Greenhouse with a floor area of less than 100 square metres (1,100 sq. ft.) or 

such larger area subject to the discretion of the Development Officer 
9. Guest house 

 
C. DISCRETIONARY USES allowed in this District ONLY where incid ental or 

subordinate to the principal use of the lands contained in the current 
CERTIFICATE OF TITLE 
1. Second residence and additional on that lot on which all of the requirements 

of Section 6.6 are satisfied 
2. Abattoir  
3. Dude ranch or vacation farm  
4. Farm subsidiary occupation  
5. Home occupation 
6. Kennel 
7. Off parcel drainage works  
8. Sawmill or postmill with an annual volume of at least 530 cubic metres (1/4 

million board feet) of standing timber  
9. Topsoil stripping for sale  
10. Tradesperson's business including contractors for plumbing, heating, 

electrical, carpentry, masonry, mechanical, autobody, excavation, 
construction, trucking and the like  

11. Unoccupied and unserviced manufactured home storage (one only) 
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12. Veterinary clinic  
 
D. MINIMUM LO T AREA 

All of the land contained in an existing lot on which the development exists or  is 
proposed unless otherwise approved by the Development Officer , subject to: 
1. The new lot being used exclusively for the approved development; and the 

new lot having a minimum size of 8.1 hectares (20 acres), and 
2. The developer entering into an agreement and/or a Letter of Undertaking 

with the Municipality regarding placing the intended use or development 
on the proposed lot. 

 
E. MINIMUM DEPTH OF FRONT YARD  

As required and/or approved pursuant to Section 10.3 and Figures 1 to 7 of the 
Supplementary Regulations. 

 
F. MINIMUM WIDTH OF SIDE YARD  

15 metres (50 feet) except for a corner site where the side yard shall be determined 
as though it were a front yard.  

 
G. MINIMUM DEPTH OF REAR YARD 

15 metres (50 feet) unless otherwise approved by the Development Officer. 
 

NOTE: Lots created prior to this Bylaw coming into effect and not able to 
comply with the foregoing shall meet setback limits as determined by 
the Development Off icer. 

 
H. LANDSCAPING  

1. In addition to other provisions of this Bylaw, the Development Officer may 
require landfill sites, gravel and sand pits, sewage facilities and other 
visually offensive uses to be screened from view with vegetation and/or 
other screening of a visually pleasing nature. 

2. Reclamation to standards acceptable to the Development Officer may be 
required following abandonment of all or any portion of a gravel or sand 
pit, sawmill or other land surface disturbing operation.  



 

86 
 

13.4 (3) COUNTRY RESIDENCE DISTRICT òCRó 
 
THE PURPOSE OF THIS DISTRICT IS TO ACCOMMODATE AND REGULATE 
TRADITIONAL COUNTRY RESIDENTIAL PARCELS WHILE NOT PERMITTING ANY 
AGRICULTURAL PURSUITS. 
 
A. PERMITTED USES 

1. Detached dwelling  
2. Ancillary buildings  

 
B. DISCRETIONARY USES 

1. Home occupation 
2. Local community centre or hall  
3. Manufactured home in a grouped òCRó subdivision intended for 

manufactured homes or on an isolated òCRó lot. 

4. Minor agricultural uses only as provided for in Section 3.2(1)  
5. Playground and/or other outdoor recreation facilities to serve this district  
6. Public building or use required to serve this district  
7. Residential shop 
8. Guest house 

 
C. ACCEPTABLE LOT SIZE 

1. For residential use, 0.91 to 1.46 hectares (2.25 to 3.6 acres) with a minimum 
mean lot width of 50 metres (165 feet), unless: 
(a) an applicable statutory plan or outline plan in accordance with Section 

6.2.20 of the Municipal Development Plan provides for a parcel size 
between 1 to 1.5 hectares (2.5 to 4 acres) with a minimum mean lot width 
of 50 metres (165 feet), or 

(b) the parcel was created prior to the adoption of the Municipal 
Development Plan, 1 to 1.5 hectares (2.5 to 4 acres) with a minimum 
mean lot width of 50 metres (165 feet). 

2. For non-residential uses, the lot size shall be as required by the Development 
Officer subject to a minimum lot frontage of 30 metres (100 feet). 

 
D. MINIMUM TOTAL FLOOR AREA  

1. Detached dwelling: 100 square metres (1,000 sq. ft.) unless otherwise 
approved by the Development Officer.  

2. Manufactured Home: 75 square metres (800 sq. ft.) unless otherwise 
approved by the Development Officer.  

 
 
 
E. MINIMUM DEPTH OF FRONT YARD  
 7.5 metres (25 feet) on an internal road and otherwise as required pursuant to 

Section 10.3 and Figures 1 to 7 of the Supplementary Regulations. 
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F. MINIMUM WIDTH OF SIDE YARD  

5 metres (15 feet) except for a corner site where the side yard shall be determined 
as though it were a front yard.  

 
G. MINIMUM DEPTH OF REAR YARD  

7.5 metres (25 feet) unless otherwise approved by the Development Officer.  
 
 NOTE: Lots created prior to this Bylaw coming into effect and not able to 

comply with the foregoing shall comply with setbacks as determined by 
the Development Officer.  

 
H. DESIGN, CHARACTER AND APPEARANCE OF BUILDINGS  

1. All bui ldings, including manufactured homes added to a lot shall be new 
unless otherwise approved by the Development Officer.  

2. The architecture, construction materials and appearance of buildings and 
other structures shall be to accepted standards and shall complement the 
natural features and character of the site to the satisfaction of the 
Development Officer.  

3. A manufactured home without permanent foundation shall have the 
undercarriage screened from view so as to complement the appearance of the 
manufactured home. 

4. Ancillary structures and additions shall be designed to complement the main 
residence. 

 
I. MAXIMUM HEIGHT OF BUILDINGS  

Two storeys or 8 metres (26 feet) but ancillary buildings, not more than 5 metres 
(16 feet). 
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13.4 (4) COUNTRY RESIDENCE AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT òCRAó 
 
THE GENERAL PURPOSE OF THIS DISTRICT IS TO ACCOMMODATE AND 
REGULATE TRADITIONAL COUNTRY RESIDENTIAL AGRICULTURE PARCELS 
WITH MINOR AGRICULTURAL PURSUITS.  
 
A. PERMITTED USES 

1. Detached dwelling  
2. Ancillary buildings  

 
 NOTE: Minor agricultural pursuits for the exclusive use and enjoyment of the 

occupants of a lot or for the routine care and upkeep of the lot are 
òdeemed approvedó uses. 

 
B. DISCRETIONARY USES 

1. Home occupation 
2. Livestock shelter ancillary to a permitted use  
3. Local community centre or hall  
4. Manufactured home in a grouped subdivision intended for manufactured 

homes or on an isolated òCRAó lot 
5. Playground or outdoor recreation facility to serve this district  
6. Public building or use required to serve thi s district  
7. Tradeperson's business carried out in a building independent of the 

residence and not exceeding 75 square metres (800 sq. ft.) nor employing 
assistants who are not part of the immediate household 

8. Greenhouse with a floor area less than 100 square metres (1,100 sq. ft.) on an 
isolated òCRAó lot or such larger area subject to the discretion of the 
Development Officer  

9. Guest house 
10. Residential shop 

 
C. ACCEPTABLE LOT SIZE 
 1. For residential use, 1.46 to 2.02 hectares (3.6 to 5.0 acres) unless: 

(a) an applicable statutory plan or outline plan in accordance with Section 
6.2.20 of the Municipal Development Plan provides for a parcel size 
between 1.62 to 2.83 hectares (4 to 7 acres) with a minimum mean lot 
width of 50 metres (165 feet), or 

(b) if th e parcel was created prior to the adoption of the Municipal 
Development Plan, 1.62 to 2.83 Hectares (4 to 7 acres) with a minimum 
mean lot width of 50 metres (165 feet). 

 
 2. For non-residential uses, the lot size shall be as required by the Development 

Officer subject to a minimum lot frontage of 30 metres (100 feet). 
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 NOTE: No lot created as a òCRó lot prior to or as a part of this Bylaw coming 
into effect may be redesignated as a òCRAó lot except as provided for in 
an area structure  plan. 

 
D. MINIMUM TOTAL FLOOR AREA  

1. Detached dwelling: 95 square metres (1000 sq. ft.) unless otherwise approved 
by the Development Officer.  

2. Manufactured Home: 75 square metres (800 sq. ft.) unless otherwise 
approved by the Development Officer.  

 
E. MINIMUM DEPTH O F FRONT YARD 

15 metres (50 feet) on an internal road and otherwise as required pursuant to 
Section 10.3 and Figures 1 to 7 of the Supplementary Regulations. 

 
F. MINIMUM WIDTH OF SIDE YARD  

7.5 metres (25 feet) except for a corner site where the side yard shall be determined 
as though it were a front yard.  

 
G. MINIMUM DEPTH OF REAR YARD  

7.5 metres (25 feet) unless otherwise approved by the Development Officer. 
 NOTE: Lots created prior to this Bylaw coming into effect and not able to comply 

with the foregoing sh all comply with setbacks as determined by the 
Development Officer.  

 
H. DESIGN, CHARACTER AND APPEARANCE OF BUILDINGS  

1. All buildings, including manufactured homes added to a lot shall be new 
unless otherwise approved by the Development Officer.  

2. The architecture, construction materials and appearance of buildings and 
other structures shall be to accepted standards and shall complement the 
natural features and character of the site to the satisfaction of the 
Development Officer.  

3. A manufactured home without permanent foundation shall have the 
undercarriage screened from view so as to complement the appearance of the 
manufactured home. 

4. Ancillary structures and additions shall be designed to complement the main 
residence. 

 
I. MAXIMUM HEIGHT OF BUILDI NGS 

Two storeys or 8 metres (26 feet) but ancillary buildings, not more than 5 metres 
(16 feet). 



 

90 
 

13.4 (5) INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT òIó 
THE GENERAL PURPOSE OF THIS DISTRICT IS TO ACCOMMODATE INDUSTRIAL 
OPERATIONS APPROPRIATE FOR RURAL LOCATIONS. 
 
A. PERMITTED USES 

1. Farming 
 
B. DISCRETIONARY USES 

1. Abattoir  
2. Agricultural supply depot  
3. Airport and related buildings and facilities  
4. Ancillary building and uses  
5. Asphaltic mix manufacture  
6. Auction mart, livestock sales yard and related holding pens  
7. Au to-wrecking and salvage 
8. Construction camp (temporary)  
9. Electricity generating facility  
10. Fertilizer manufacture, storage and sales 
11. Grain milling, cleaning, drying and elevator  
12. Gravel and sand pit, crushing, screening and washing 
13. Heavy in dustry contractors  
14. Industrial equipment storage  
15. Manufacturing and processing plants occupying at least 500 square metres 

(5,500 sq. ft.) of enclosed or developed plant space 
16. Mining, quarrying and primary processing of mined products  
17. Petroleum refining or gas processing and upgrading plants or related 

installations  
18. Public works garage and maintenance facilities 
19. Public utility building or facility required to serve this district  
20. Railway trackage and related installations  
21. Radio, television, and other communications tower and related buildings not 

exceeding 75 square metres (800 sq. ft.) 
22. Redi-mix concrete plant 
23. Sales secondary to the principal use on a lot. 
24. Security or gatekeepers residence 
25. Storage, display and sales lot for pre-fabricated buildings and recreation 

vehicles 
26. Tannery or taxidermy  
27. Timber and lumber milling and storage  
28. Tradesperon's business, including contractors for plumbing, heating, 

electrical, carpentry, masonry, mechanical, auto-body, excavation, 
construction, trucking and the like  

29. Veterinary clinic and animal shelter  
30. Warehouse 
31. Cannabis Production Facility  
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C. MINIMUM LOT SIZE  

1 hectare (2.5 acres) unless otherwise approved by the Development Officer. 
 
D. MINIMUM TOTAL FLOOR AREA  

185 square metres (2,000 sq. ft.) or as required by the Development Officer except 
for manufacturing and processing plants.  

 
 NOTE: Adding multiples of industrial uses into one building or onto one site are 

not an accepted means of achieving the minimum floor area. 
 
E. MINIMUM DEPTH OF FRONT YARD  

1. 15 metres (50 feet) on an internal road and otherwise as required pursuant to 
Section 10.3 and Figures 1 to 7 of the Supplementary Regulations. 

2. Where there is a service road next to a primary highway, the min imum front 
yard depth shall be determined by the Development Officer.  

 
F. MINIMUM WIDTH OF SIDE YARD  

3 metres (10 feet) except for a corner parcel where the minimum side yard adjacent 
to a public road shall be determined as though it were a front yard, alt hough 
Section 20.2 applies. 

 
G. MINIMUM DEPTH OF REAR YARD  

7.5 metres (25 feet) unless otherwise approved by the Development Officer. 
 
 NOTE: 
 1. Existing lots which cannot comply with the foregoing and  created prior to 

this Bylaw coming into effect shall  meet setback requirements as determined 
by the Development Officer.  

2. An industrial development having characteristics which are offensive due to 
noise, dust, odor or appearance may be required to locate at a greater 
distance from any property line than stated in subsections E, F and G, at the 
discretion of the Development Officer.  

 
H. DESIGN, CHARACTER AND APPEARANCE OF BUILDINGS  

New construction only, with the exterior completed using acceptable finishing 
materials approved by and to the satisfaction of  the Development Officer.  

 
I. LANDSCAPING  

1. In addition to other provisions of this Bylaw, any approved use may be 
subject to screening from view by vegetation or other screening of a visually 
pleasing nature as required by the Development Officer.  

2. Reclamation to standards acceptable to the Development Officer may be 
required following the abandonment of all or any portion of a gravel or sand 
pit, sawmill or other land surface disturbing operation.  
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13.4 (6) LIGHT INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT òLIó 
 
THE GENERAL PURPOSE OF THIS DISTRICT IS TO ACCOMMODATE AND T O 
REGULATE SMALL TO ME DIUM SCALE INDUSTRIA L OPERATIONS. 
 
A. PERMITTED USES 

1. Farming 
 
B. DISCRETIONARY USES 

1. Ancillary buildings and uses  
2. Auction mart  
3. Auto -wrecking and salvage yard  
4. Bulk fuel, oil , fertilizer, feed and chemical storage and sales 
5. Consignment, rental, sales and storage of industrial/agricultural equipment, 

vessels, structures, vehicles, tanks and pipe 
6. Farm implement dealership  
7. Industrial/agricultural fabrication and machining operations 
8. Industrial/agricultural trucking and related facilities, including but not 

limited to storage, warehousing and maintenance and repair  
9. Kennels for boarding and breeding  
10. Maintenance and repair of industrial/agricultural equipment  
11. Recycling depot 
12. Redi-mix concrete plant 
13. Security suite as part of the main building  
14. Temporary work camp  
15. Veterinary clinic and animal shelter  
16. Cannabis Production Facility  

 
C. MINIMUM LOT SIZE  

1 hectare (2.5 acres) unless otherwise approved by the Development Officer. 
 
D. MINIMUM TOTAL FLOOR AREA  

Ancillary buildings - Suitable and appropriate for the intended use. 
All other development ð At the discretion of the Development Officer  

 
E. MAXIMUM TOTAL FLOOR AREA  

As determined by the Development Officer.  
 
F. MINIMUM DEPTH OF F RONT YARD  

15 metres (50 feet) on an internal road and otherwise as required pursuant to 
Section 10.3 and Figures 1 to 7 of the Supplementary Regulations. 

 
Where there is a service road next to a primary highway, the minimum front yard 
depth shall be determined by the Development Officer.  
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G. MINIMUM WIDTH OF SIDE YARD  

3 metres (10 feet), except for a corner parcel, where the minimum side yard adjacent 
to a public road shall be determined as though it were a front yard, although 
Section 6.4 applies. 

 
H. MINIMUM DEPTH OF REAR YARD  

7.5 metres (25 feet) unless otherwise approved by the Development Officer. 
 
I. MAXIMUM HEIGHT OF BUILDINGS  

As determined by the Development Officer.  
 
J. DESIGN, CHARACTER AND APPEARANCE OF BUILDINGS  

New construction only, with  the exterior completed using acceptable finishing 
materials approved by and to the satisfaction of the Development Officer.  

 
K. LANDSCAPING & SCREENING  

In addition to any other provisions of this Bylaw, any approved use may be subject 
to screening of a visually pleasing nature as required by the Development Officer  
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13.4 (7) HAMLET COMMERCIAL DISTRICT òHCó 
 
THE GENERAL PURPOSE OF THIS DISTRICT IS TO REGULATE COMMERCIAL 
DEVELOPMENT WITHIN HAMLETS.  
 
A. PERMITTED USES 

1. Bus depot 
2. Cold storage facility  
3. Gasoline service station 
4. Motel, hotel, licensed premises 
5. Pool hall 
6. Post office 
7. Restaurant, coffee shop or cafe 
8. Retail shop or store 

 
B. DISCRETIONARY USES 

1. Arcade 
2. Automobile sales 
3. Bulk oil and gasoline sales 
4. Community centre/hall  
5. Curling rink  
6. Dwelling unit ancillary and subordinate to the principal use provided it is 

incorporated in the same building and the total floor area of the dwelling unit 
is less than the floor area used for other purposes 

7. Fire hall 
8. Government of fice 
9. Grain elevator 
10. Hockey/ice arena  
11. Laundromat  
12. Professional office 
13. Public utility building or use  
14. Storage, display and sales lot 
15. Tradesman's shop 
16. Other similar commercial, professional and public or quasi -public buildings 

or uses approved by the Development Officer 
 
C. MINIMUM LOT AREA  

1. 300 square metres (3,500 sq. ft.) with a frontage width of at least 10 metres 
(35 feet). 

2. Where no side yards are required, 225 square metres (25 sq. ft.) with a 
frontage width of at least  7.5 metres (25 feet). 
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D. MINIMUM TOTAL FLOOR AREA  
As required by the Development Officer subject to the provision of required 
off -street parking. 

 
E. MINIMUM DEPTH OF FRONT YARD  

 As approved by the Development Officer.  
 
F. MINIMUM WIDTH OF SIDE YARD  

1. As approved by the Development Officer except there shall be no side yard 
on a side which abuts an adjacent building that is placed directly on its 
property line.  

2. For a corner parcel, the side yard adjacent to a public road shall be 
determined pursua nt to Section 6.5. 

 
G. MINIMUM DEPTH OF REAR YARD  
 6 metres (20 feet) unless otherwise approved by the Development Officer. 
 
H. DESIGN, CHARACTER AND APPEARANCE OF BUILDINGS  

New construction only, with the exterior completed using acceptable finishing 
materials approved by and to the satisfaction of the Development Officer.  

 
I. LANDSCAPING  

Development approval may be made subject to landscaping to a standard 
acceptable to the Development Officer. 

 
J. OFF-STREET PARKING 
 As stated in this Bylaw unless otherwise approved by the Development Officer.  
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13.4 (8) HAMLET RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT òHRó 
 
THE PURPOSE OF THIS DISTRICT IS TO PERMIT AND REGULATE RESIDENTIAL 
DEVELOPMENT WITHIN HAMLETS.  
 
A. PERMITTED USES 
 1. Detached dwelling, except on public land  
 2. Anci llary buildings  
 
B. DISCRETIONARY USES 

1. Boarding or lodging house  
2. Community hall or club  
3. Duplex  
4. Social care facility 
5. Home occupation 
6. Manufactured home  
7. Multiple housing: apartment, fourplex, townhouse, rowhouse  
8. Park and/or public open space  
9. Playground and/or  other outdoor recreation uses 
10. Public or quasi-public use 

 
C. MINIMUM LOT AREA  

1. For detached dwellings or manufactured homes on lots that:  
(a) are not served by a communal wastewater system and not by a communal 

water distribution system, an area of at least 1,850 square metres (19,915 sq. ft.) 
with a width of at least 30 metres (100 feet); 

(b) are served by a communal water distribution system but not a communal 
wastewater system, an area of at least  1,400 square metres (15,070 sq. ft.) with 
a width of  at least 30 metres (100 feet); 

(c) are served by a communal wastewater system but not a communal water 
distribution system, an area of at least 930 square metres (10,000 sq. ft.) with a 
width of at least 30 metres (100 feet); 

(d) are served by a communal wastewater system and a communal water 
distribution system, an area of at least 465 square metres (5,000 sq. ft.) with a 
width of at least  12.2 metres (40 feet). 

2. A lot intended to be used as a site for townhouse or rowhouse dwelling units 
must be served by a communal wastewater system and a communal water 
distribution system and have sufficient size to accommodate a dwelling unit 
not less than 6 metres (20 feet) wide, and a yard that will provide: 
(a) for each end unit, an area of at least 275 square metres (3,000 sq. ft.) and a depth 

of at least 30 metres (100 feet); 
(b) for each internal unit, an area of at least 185 square metres (2,000 sq. ft.) and a 

depth of at least 30 metres (100 feet). 

3. A lot intended to be used for a multiple dwelling unit building must be 
served by a communal wastewater system and have an area that is at least 
1.3 times the total floor area of the building and:  
a) meet setbacks as specified below; and 
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b) supply at least 1.5 off-street parking stalls per dwelling unit, none of which 
may be in the front yard.  

4. For all other uses, the minimum lot size is as required by the Development 
Officer subject to the width being at least 7.5 metres (25 feet). 

 
 NOTE: Existing lots which cannot comply with the foregoing and created prior 

to this Bylaw coming into effect are not subject to the foregoing, but are 
subject to all other limits stated under this section. 

 
D. MINIMUM GROUND FLOOR AREA FOR RESIDENTIAL UNITS  

1. 75 square metres (800 sq. ft.) on all 1ots 15 metres (50 feet) wide  
2. 55 square metres (600 sq. ft.) on lots less than 15 metres (50 feet) wide 

except manufactured homes on lots 7.5 metres (25 feet) wide which shall 
be as approved by the Development Officer. 

 
E. MINIMUM DEPTH OF FRONT YARD  

7.5 metres (25 feet) unless otherwise approved by the Development Officer.  
 
F. MINIMUM WIDTH OF SIDE YARD  
 1.5 metres (5 feet) except in the case of a corner site where the side yard adjacent to 

a public road shall be determined pursuant to Section 6.4 
 
G. MINIMUM DEPTH OF REAR YARD  
 1.5 metres (5 feet) except in the case of a corner site where the side yard adjacent 

to a public road shall be determined pursuant to Section 6.4 
 
H. MAXIMUM HEIGHT OF BUILDINGS  
 Two storeys or 8 metres (26 feet) but ancillary buildings not more than 5 metres 

(16 feet) 
 
I. DESIGN, CHARACTER AND APPEARANCE OF BUILDINGS  

1. All buildings, including manufactured homes added to a lot shall be new 
unless otherwise approved by the Development Officer.  

2. The architecture, construction materials and appearance of buildings and 
other structures shall be to accepted standards to the satisfaction of the 
Development Officer.  

3. A manufactured home without permanent foundation shall have the 
undercarriage screened from view so as to complement the appearance of the 
manufactured home. 

4. Ancillary structures and additions shall be designed so as to complement the 
main residence. 
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13.4 (9) INSTITUTIONAL DISTRICT òPó 
THE PURPOSE OF THIS DISTRICT IS TO PERMIT AND REGULATE THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF PRIVATE OR PUBLIC FACILITIES INTE NDED TO PROVIDE 
CULTURAL, SOCIAL, RELIGIOUS, EDUCATIONAL OR REHABILITATIVE SERVICES.  
 
A. PERMITTED USES 

1. Farming, except intensive agriculture  
 
B. DISCRETIONARY USES 

1. Arts or culture centre  
2. Buildings for cooking, dining, assembly, crafts and recreation 

3. Church, without manse within hamlets  
4. Church, with or without one attached manse outside of hamlets  
5. Cemetery 
6. Correction, detention or remand facilities  
7. Detached manse associated with a church on the same lot 
8. Social care facility 
9. Guest and patron lodge or cabins associated with a permitted use 
10. Institutional, religious or private youth camp, retreat or outdoor education 

facility  
11. Keeping of livestock for use in association with a permitted use including 

shelters and enclosures for the same 
12. Museum 
13. Private campground facilities for parking holiday trailers/recreation 

vehicles occupied by guests or temporary staff involved with a permitted use 
for periods of 30 days or less 

14. Public or private open space 
15. Public or quasi-public building in character with one or more of the approved 

uses 
16. School or college whether public or private  
17. Single family residence if ancillary to the principal use  
18. Other ancillary buildings or uses  

 
C. ALLOWABLE LOT AREA  

1 to 4 hectares (2.5 to 10 acres), unless otherwise approved by the Development 
Officer except in hamlets where lots shall be at least 300 square metres (3,500 sq. 
ft.) and have a frontage width of at least 10 metres (35 feet). 

 
D. MINIMUM TOTAL FLOOR AREA  
 As required by the Development Officer.  
 
E. MINIMUM DEPTH OF FRONT YARD  

15 metres (50 feet) on an internal road and otherwise as required pursuant to 
Section 10.3 and Figures 1 to 7 of the Supplementary Regulations. 
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 NOTE: Existing lots which cannot comply with  the foregoing and created prior 
to this Bylaw coming into effect shall meet setback requirements as 
determined by the Development Officer.  

 
F. MINIMUM WIDTH OF SIDE YARD  

3 metres (10 feet) except in the case of a corner site where the side yard adjacent to 
a public road may be determined pursuant to Section 6.4. 

 
G. MINIMUM DEPTH OF REAR YARD  
 7.5 metres (25 feet) unless otherwise approved by the Development Officer. 
 
H. DESIGN, CHARACTER AND APPEARANCE OF BUILDINGS  

1. All buildings added to a lot shall be  new unless otherwise approved by the 
Development Officer.  

2. The architecture, construction materials and appearance of buildings and 
other structures shall be to accepted standards and shall, where reasonable, 
complement the natural features of the site to the satisfaction of the 
Development Officer.  

3. Ancillary structures and additions shall be designed to complement the main 
building.  

 
I. MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE DENSITY  
 As approved by the Development Officer.  
 
J. OFF-STREET PARKING 
 As stated in this Bylaw unless otherwise approved by the Development Officer.  
 
K. LANDSCAPING  

1. Approval to develop may be made subject to the Development Officer 
accepting a landscaping plan. 

2. The Development Officer may require measures to retain natural vegetation 
and to protect sensitive soils on the site. 

3. Any development may be subject to screening from view by vegetation or 
other screening of a visually pleasing nature as required by the Development 
Officer. 

4. Where two or more buildings are located on a lot, the separation of distances 
between them may be at the discretion of the Development Officer. 

5. For any developed area, the minimum surface area that may be retained free 
of buildings, roads, parking lots and other fixed roof or hard surface 
installations shall  be 65% of the total lot, unless otherwise approved by the 
Development Officer.  
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13.4 (10) RECREATION FACILITY DISTRICT òRFó 
 
THE PURPOSE OF THIS DISTRICT IS TO ACCOMMODATE AND REGULATE THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF MAJOR OR INTENSIVE RECREATIONAL BUILDINGS AND 
USES 
 
A. PERMITTED USES 

1. Equestrian and other riding facilities, including trails, stables and enclosures 
for horses and tack 

2. Farming, except intensive agriculture  
3. Picnic grounds 
4. Playground  
5. Natural or landscaped open space 
6. Skiing (cross-country) development  
7. Sports field 

 
B. DISCRETIONARY USES 

1. Amusement park  
2. Ancillary buildings and uses  
3. Arts and crafts centre 
4. Clubhouse 
5. Commercial guest cabins either with attached or detached bathroom and 

kitchen facilities  
6. Commercial guest lodge having one or more buildings either with attached 

or detached bathroom and kitchen facilities  
7. Convenience or confection store to serve the principal use 
8. Downhill ski facility  
9. Dude ranch or vacation farm  
10. Exhibition grounds  
11. Food concession 
12. Game or wild animal park for viewing and tourism purposes only  
13. Golf course and/or driving range  
14. Holiday trailer/recreation vehicle park or campground approved 

specifically as being a commercial, condominium, public or time -shared 
facility  

15. Hostel having one or more buildings either with attached or detached 
bathroom and kitchen facilities  

16. Integrated recreation/tourist resort  
17. Intensive recreation facility and/or use appropriate in a rural area  
18. Marina  and associated facilities 
19. Miniature golf and/or go -cart track 
20. Motor -cross, BMG and stockcar tracks 
21. Off -road vehicle area and trails development 
22. Open air skating rink  
23. Outdoor theatre  
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24. Pro-shop if ancillary to a principal use of land or buildings  
25. Public utility building to serve this district  
26. Public washrooms to serve this district  
27. Recreation equipment rental and sales associated with principal use 
28. Recreation equipment storage facilities 
29. Residence for manager or custodian, if ancillary to the principal use or 

building  
30. Residence of a temporary and portable type ancillary to an approved 

concession and not to exceed 30 square metres (300 sq. ft.) 
31. Restaurant and/or beverage lounge ancillary to a principal use  
32. Riding and equestrian facility  
33. Rifle range 
34. Sewage lagoon and treatment to serve this district 
35. Shower and laundry facility  
36. Skeet and trap facility  
37. Swimming pool if ancillary to a principal use  
38. Tennis court if ancillary to a principa l use 
39. Waterslide 
40. Zoo 
41. Other recreation structures, facilities and uses similar in type or function to a 

named permitted or discretionary use in this district and appropriate in a 
rural area 

 
C. MINIMUM LOT AREA  

As required by the Development Officer, but not less than 1 hectare (2.5 acres). 
 
D. MINIMUM TOTAL FLOOR AREA  

1. 35 square metres (350 sq. ft.) for a detached guest cabin without kitchenette. 
2. 40 square metres (430 sq. ft.) for a detached guest cabin with kitchenette and 

otherwise as required by the Development Officer.  
 
E. MAXIMUM TOTAL FLOOR AREA  

For public utility building: as required by the Development Officer, but not in 
excess of 75 square metres (800 sq. ft.).  For a detached guest cabins: as required by 
the Development Officer , but not in excess of 85 square metres (900 sq. ft.). 

 
F. MINIMUM DEPTH OF FRONT YARD  

15 metres (50 feet) on an internal road and otherwise as required pursuant to 
Section 10.3 and Figures 1 to 7 of the Supplementary Regulations. 

 
 
G. MINIMUM WIDTH OF SID E YARD 

3 metres (10 feet) except for a corner parcel where the minimum side yard adjacent 
to a public road shall be determined as though it were a front yard.  
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H. MINIMUM DEPTH OF REAR YARD  
 7.5 metres (25 feet) unless otherwise approved by the Development Officer. 
 
 NOTE: Existing lots which cannot comply with the foregoing and created prior 

to this Bylaw coming into effect shall meet setback requirements as 
determined by the Development Officer.  

 
I. MAXIMUM HEIGHT OF BUILDINGS  
 Two storeys or 8 metres (26 feet) unless otherwise approved by the Development 

Officer. 
 
J. DESIGN, CHARACTER AND APPEARANCE OF BUILDINGS  

1. All permanent buildings and structures added to a lot shall be of new 
construction unless otherwise approved by the Development Officer.  

2. The architecture, construction materials and appearance of buildings and 
other structures shall be to accepted standards and shall complement the 
natural features and character of the site to the satisfaction of the 
Development Officer.  

3. Ancillary struct ures and additions shall be designed to complement the 
main building.  

4. No basements are permitted for detached guest cabin. 
5. Common sewage and water systems may be required for commercial and 

guest cabins and lodges at the discretion of the Development Officer. 
 
K. LANDSCAPING  

1. Approval to develop may be made subject to the Development Officer 
accepting a landscaping plan. 

2. The Development Officer may require measures to retain natural vegetation 
and to protect sensitive soils on the site. 

3. Any development may be subject to screening from view by vegetation or 
other screening of a visually pleasing nature as required by the Development 
Officer. 

4. Where two or more buildings are located on a lot, the separation distances 
between them may be at the discretion of the Development Officer.  

5. For any developed area, the minimum surface area that may be retained free 
of buildings, roads, parking lots and other fixed roof or hard surface 
installations shall be 60% unless otherwise approved by the Development 
Officer. 

 
 
L. MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE DENSITY  

1. The maximum number of public campsites that may be provided for tents, 
holiday trailers and recreation vehicles in a holiday trailer/recreation 
vehicle park shall be 20 sites per hectare (8 sites per acre).  If more than 4 
hectares (10 acres) are developed as a holiday trailer park, the maximum 
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density shall be reduced to 17 sites per hectare (7 sites per acre).  If a holiday 
trailer park has communal utility services, the density may be increased at 
the discretion of the Development Officer except 60% of the immediate site 
area shall remain in vegetated cover. 

2. Each site intended to accommodate a single tent, holiday trailer or recreation 
vehicle shall be a minimum of 300 square metres (3,200 sq. ft.) and have a 
minimum width of 10 metres (33 feet).  Where 2 or more tents, holiday 
trailers and/or recreation vehicles are intended to be accommodated 
together, the size of the site shall be increased by at least 50 square metres 
(500 sq. ft.) per additional unit . 

3. Detached cabins for the accommodation of guests and clients shall not 
exceed 15 per hectare (6 per acre) unless otherwise approved by the 
Development Officer, but the site for each cabin shall be at least 300 square 
metres (3,200 sq. ft.) and a minimum width of 12 metres (40 feet).  Where a 
detached guest cabin development is served by a piped sewer collection 
and/or water distribution system, the density will be as approved by the 
Development Officer although subsection K (5) above applies. 

 
M. OFF STREET PARKING 

As stated in this Bylaw except: 
1. for any sports facility, one space for each pair of potential participants and 

one space for each four spectator seats; 
2. for any multi -unit facility used for the overnight accommodation of guests or 

clients, one space for each bedroom or one space for each two potential 
overnight guests or clients, whichever is greater. 

 
N. PERIOD OF OCCUPANCY 

1. For a hostel, guest lodge, cabin or holiday trailer/recreation vehicle park the 
maximum period of occupanc y shall be 21 consecutive days for 
vacation/recreation use only.  




